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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

 

 

Welcome 

Opening Hymn 

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word LSB 904 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 111 

Spoken responsively, whole verse by whole verse 

1Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

2Great are the works of the LORD, 

studied by all who delight in them. 

3Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

and his righteousness endures forever. 
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4He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

5He provides food for those who fear him; 

he remembers his covenant forever. 

6He has shown his people the power of his works, 

in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

7The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

all his precepts are trustworthy; 

8they are established forever and ever, 

to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

9He sent redemption to his people; 

he has commanded his covenant forever. 

Holy and awesome is his name! 

10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

all those who practice it have a good understanding. 

His praise endures forever! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

Brief organ introduction 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

continued on next page 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers 

that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and 

protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all 

temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–20 

15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as 

you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, 

when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or 

see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They 

are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet 

like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, 

and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And whoever will 
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not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will 

require it of him. 
20But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I 

have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other 

gods, that same prophet shall die.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 8:1–13 

1Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess 

knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone 

imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought 

to know. 3But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 
4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an 

idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5For 

although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed 

there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6yet for us there is one God, 

the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we 

exist. 
7However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former 

association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their 

conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. 

We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But 

take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling 

block to the weak. 10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating 

in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, 

to eat food offered to idols? 11And so by your knowledge this weak 

person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 12Thus, sinning 

against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, 

you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I 

will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 205 

Brief organ introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 1:21–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

21And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath 

[Jesus] entered the synagogue and was teaching.  
22And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one 

who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23And immediately there was 

in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 
24“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus 

rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean 

spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 
27And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, 

saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even 

the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28And at once his fame spread 

everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed LSB 206 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sermon Hymn 

Hail to the Lord's Anointed LSB 398 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 

    He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

    All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

    His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever— 

    That name to us is Love. 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Sermon Living in the Light Week 2 of 3 

 “Interruptions” 

 Mark 1:21–28 
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Prayer of the Church and Lord's Prayer 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Response after each petition 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 

us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014166. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

  



11 

Resources for Meditation this Week 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 31 January 2021 

Readings 

Deuteronomy 18:15–20 

1 Corinthians 8:1–13 

Mark 1:21–28 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, True God in the Flesh, Cleanses Our 

Consciences from Sin 

 

As He promised, the Lord our God has raised up “a prophet” like Moses, 

namely Jesus, our brother in the flesh. “To him you shall listen,” because 

the Word of the Lord is “in his mouth” (Deut. 18:15–18). Indeed, He is 

more than a prophet and more than a scribe of the Scriptures; He is the 

incarnate Word, and He speaks “a new teaching with authority” (Mark 

1:22, 27). He enters “the synagogue” of His Church and provides true 

Sabbath rest, using His authority to silence and cast out “even the 

unclean spirits” (Mark 1:21–27). By His Word of the cross, He removes the 

accusations of the Law and of the devil, and He cleanses our consciences 

before God the Father, “from whom are all things and for whom we exist.” 

Hence, we are now set free from bondage and commended to God by 

the one Lord, Jesus Christ, “through whom are all things and through 

whom we exist” (1 Cor. 8:6). Therefore, use your freedom to care for your 

brothers and sisters, neither causing them to stumble nor wounding their 

consciences (1 Cor. 8:9–12), but cleansing and strengthening them with 

the Gospel. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 7 February 2021 

Readings 

Isaiah 40:21–31 

1 Corinthians 9:16–27 

Mark 1:29–39 

 

The Son of God, Christ Jesus, Makes Us a New Creation 

 

The Lord alone “is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 

earth” (Is. 40:28). He “sits above the circle of the earth” and “stretches out 

the heavens like a curtain” (Is. 40:22). Yet, His almighty power is 

demonstrated chiefly by His mercy and compassion. “He gives power to 

the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength” (Is. 40:29). 

The only begotten Son of the Father, the very Word by whom all things 

were made, becomes flesh and takes all the poverty and weakness of our 

sin and death upon Himself, bearing it in His body to the cross. As He 

dies for us there, He also raises us up, a new creation, in His resurrection 

from the dead. Thus, by the preaching of this Word, He heals “many who 

were sick with various diseases,” and He casts out “many demons” (Mark 

1:34, 39). And His preaching continues through those whom He has sent, 

who are “entrusted with a stewardship” to “preach the gospel” (1 Cor. 

9:16–17). Thus, we are set free by the Word of Christ, and we exercise our 

freedom in loving service to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


