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Vespers 

 

 

Prelude Music ~ Ah, Holy Jesus Johannes Brahms 

 

We listen, reflect, and pray as the Lord prepares our hearts to receive his holy Word. 

 

 

 

Opening Versicles  
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Psalm Psalm 2:1–12 

P Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 

C The kings of the earth set themselves,  

and the rulers take counsel together,  

against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
 

P “Let us burst their bonds apart  

and cast away their cords from us.” 

C He who sits in the heavens laughs;  

the Lord holds them in derision. 
 

P Then he will speak to them in his wrath,  

and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

C “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 

P I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me,  

“You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 

C Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,  

and the ends of the earth your possession. 
 

P You shall break them with a rod of iron  

and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

C Now therefore, O kings, be wise;  

be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
 

P Serve the LORD with fear,  

and rejoice with trembling. 

C Kiss the Son, lest he be angry,  

and you perish in the way,  

for his wrath is quickly kindled.  

Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken LSB 439 sts. 1–2, 5, 15 

 

 

 

 
 

15 And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven 

To me the crown of joy at last is given, 

Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, 

I, too, shall praise Thee. 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Reading Acts 13:26–33 

26“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us 

has been sent the message of this salvation. 27For those who live in Jerusalem and their 

rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the 

prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 28And 
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though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him 

executed. 29And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him 

down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30But God raised him from the dead, 31and 

for many days he appeared to those who had come up with him from Galilee to 

Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. 32And we bring you the good news 

that what God promised to the fathers, 33this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising 

Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, 

“‘You are my Son, 

today I have begotten you.’” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Reading John 19:1–11 

1Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2And the soldiers twisted together a crown 

of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3They came up to him, 

saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 4Pilate went out again 

and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no 

guilt in him.” 5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 

said to them, “Behold the man!” 6When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they 

cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify 

him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according 

to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 8When Pilate 

heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9He entered his headquarters again and 

said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10So Pilate said to 

him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you 

and authority to crucify you?” 11Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over 

me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over 

to you has the greater sin.” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory for Lent LSB 231 

 

 

 

Sermon “Kings Conspire to Kill Christ” Psalm 2:1–6 

 

Hail to the Lord's Anointed LSB 398 sts. 1–2, 5 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever—That name to us is Love. Public domain 
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Prayer 

Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord's Prayer LSB 233 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Collects 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 
 

Collect 

P Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to 

saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the 

lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve 

the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect 

P O merciful Father in heaven, from You comes all rule and authority over the nations 

of the world for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do 

well. Graciously regard Your servants, those who make, administer, and judge the 

laws of this nation, and look in mercy upon all the rulers of the earth. Grant that all 

who receive the sword as Your servants may bear it according to Your command. 

Enlighten and defend them, and grant them wisdom and understanding that under 

their peaceable governance Your people may be guarded and directed in 

righteousness, quietness, and unity. Protect and prolong their lives that we with 

them may show forth the praise of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Collect 

P Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 

ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out 

with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading 

us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may 

be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the 

fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 234 
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Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing LSB 421 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O my God, my rock and tower, Grant that in Your death I trust, 

Knowing death has lost its power Since You crushed it in the dust. 

Savior, let Your agony Ever help and comfort me; 

    When I die be my protection, Light and life and resurrection. 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Postlude Music ~ When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Michael Burkhardt 
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Lent, Holy Week & Easter Worship 
Please join us in worship this Lent & Easter season 

 

 

 

Midweek Lent Services 

Wednesday, March 10th at 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 17th at 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 24th at 7:00 pm 

  

 

Palm Sunday Services 

Sunday, March 28th at 8:00 am & 9:45 am 

  

 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday Service 

Thursday, April 1st at 7:00 pm 

  

 

Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 2nd at 7:00 pm 

  

 

Easter Services 

Sunday, April 4th at 

6:00 am, 8:00 am & 9:45 am 

 


