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Maundy Thursday Worship – April 1, 2021 
 

Prelude Music ~  

Christ Jesus, Our Redeemer Born, Who From Us Did God's Anger Turn, BVW 688 J.S. Bach 

 

Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

Jesus Sinners Doth Receive LSB 609 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Confessional Address  

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father 

for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

C Amen. 
 

P “On the night when he was betrayed”; Jesus knew who was to betray him. 

C Certainly Judas, leading the arrest party, but not him alone. 
 

P Peter, by his denial … the others as they fled. 

C Heavenly Father, we too are like Judas, Peter, and the others, 
 

P Every time we sell out our morals and values in the sin we choose, 

C Every time we deny you by our thoughts, words, and actions, 
 

P Every time we flee in fear rather than speak up for you. 

C We have acted and reacted like the disciples did that very night. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
 

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God's? 

C Yes, I believe. 
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P Let it be done for you as you believe. In the stead and by the command of my Lord 

Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 

spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Kyrie LSB 168 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your 

passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood 

that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Exodus 12:1–14 

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for you 

the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all the 

congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 

according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is too 

small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number 

of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your 

lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from 

the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole 

assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 

of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; 

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it raw or 

boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10And you shall let 

none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall 

burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, 

and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12For 

I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the 

land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: 

I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And 

when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, 

when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; 

throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 

23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 

night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 

and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same 

way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person 

examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who 

eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That 

is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we judged ourselves 

truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined 

so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse for Lent LSB 173 

Brief organ introduction 
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Holy Gospel John 13:1–17, 31b–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end. 2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart 

of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given 

all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 
4rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around 

his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and 

to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, 

who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing 

you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You 

shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share 

with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 

head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 

his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he 

knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, 

he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher 

and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given you an example, 

that you also should do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 

not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17If 

you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
31Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32If God is 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33Little 

children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, 

so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34A new commandment 

I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 

one another. 35By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed LSB 174 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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When You Woke That Thursday Morning LSB 445 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014166. 

© 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014166. 



10 

Sermon “A Time to Love” John 13 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 
 

Response after each petition 
 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Together as the body of believers, what will we receive at our Lord’s table? 

C We will receive the true body and true blood of our Savior, Jesus, in – with – 

and under the bread and wine. This is what the Lord, Himself, promised. 
 

P What will these precious gifts give to us? 

C We will receive the forgiveness of our sins, life, salvation, and strength for our 

walk of faith. 
 

P How do we know this is true? 

C Because Jesus, Himself, said, “Given and shed for you.” We know His love. We 

trust His promise. 
 



11 

P Trusting in those promises, I urge you then to lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, 

where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who 

overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be 

overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 178 
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Proclamation of Christ  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead,  

Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  

So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

O Jerusalem ~ verse sung by Pastor  

Pastor: On the night he was betrayed, he broke the bread and blessed the cup. 

So that sins may be forgiven, and for all the world, his body and his blood were given up. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 179 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

Eat This Bread ~ refrain sung by soloist LSB 638 refrain 

Eat this bread, drink this cup, Come to Him and never be hungry. 

Eat this bread, drink this cup, Trust in Him and you will not thirst. 
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Proclamation of Christ LSB 179 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

Brief organ introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 
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Post-Communion Canticle “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” LSB 632 st. 1 

Brief organ introduction 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 

have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 

Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 

may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

Stripping of the Altar 

After the last supper, less than 24 hours remained in the earthly life of our Lord.  

Events moved rapidly: prayer in Gethsemane, betrayal by Judas, mock trial, painful 

beating, the trudge to Golgatha, and finally, crucifixion – all of this He faced alone. 

 

The stripping of the altar symbolically represents Christ being stripped of His power and 

glory, His humiliation at the hands of the soldiers, and the abandonment of His followers. 
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A Reading from Mark 14:43-50 … 

43And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with 

him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 
44Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize 

him and lead him away under guard.” 45And when he came, he went up to him at once 

and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46And they laid hands on him and seized him. 47But 

one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and 

cut off his ear. 48And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as against a robber, with 

swords and clubs to capture me? 49Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, 

and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 50And they all left him and 

fled. 

 

 

 

 

After the stripping of the altar has been completed, only the Christ candle remains. 

This is to remind us that Christ Jesus faced all the ensuing events alone. 

 

At the completion of the stripping of the altar, you are invited to stay as long as you wish – 

to pray, to meditate on God’s Word, to reflect on the Savior’s love for you. 

 

There is no benediction or postlude, as the service has its continuation on Good Friday. 

All may exit the sanctuary in reverent silence. 
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