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Reading John 10:14, 15b
| am the good shepherd.
| know my own and my own know me,
and | lay down my life for the sheep.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

« who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

« who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

« who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

* who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

» who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Fourth Sunday of Easter

Welcome

Opening Hymn

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia LSB 463
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1 Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Hail, the vic-tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris - tians, on this ho -ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Chris-tians, has - ten on your way; Al - le - lu - ia!

Sin - less in the sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - lu - ia!

God and sin-ners rec-on - ciled, Al - le - lu - ia!

All  your grate - ful hom-age pay; Al - le - lum - ial
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Of - fer praise with love re-plete, Al - le - lu - ia!

Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Al - le - Iu - ia!

When con - tend - ing death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!

Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
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At the pas-chal vic-tim’s feet. Al - le - lu - ia!

Now He lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!

Met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - Iu - ial

Now He lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
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Invocation

®) In the name of the Father and of the "}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Confession and Absolution
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 23

Spoken responsively, whole verse by whole verse

The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.

2He makes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters.

3He restores my soul.

He leads me in paths of righteousness

for his name’s sake.



“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

5Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and | shall dwell in the house of the LorD
forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



Hymn of Praise

This Is the Feast LSB 155
Brief organ introduction
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - €r, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

4



(P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death
the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when
we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us
each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 4:1-12

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of
the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed
because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. “But many of those
who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to
about five thousand.

>0On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together
in Jerusalem, ®with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. ’And when they
had set them in the midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what
name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to
them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are being examined today
concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this
man has been healed, "let it be known to all of you and to all the people
of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing
before you well. "'This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the
builders, which has become the cornerstone. ?And there is salvation in
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Duet “Because of Love” Martin, Nix



Epistle 1John 3:16-24

16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought
to lay down our lives for the brothers. 7But if anyone has the world'’s
goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how
does God's love abide in him? "Little children, let us not love in word or
talk but in deed and in truth.

9By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart
before him; 2°for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than
our heart, and he knows everything. 2'Beloved, if our heart does not
condemn us, we have confidence before God; *?and whatever we ask we
receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 2And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded
us. **Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them.
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has
given us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156

Brief organ introduction
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 10:11-18

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
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"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. ?He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees,
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. '*He flees because he is
a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. ' am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, "*just as the Father knows me and
| know the Father; and | lay down my life for the sheep. '®And | have
other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. "For this
reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life that | may take it
up again. ®No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord.
| have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again.
This charge | have received from my Father.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed LSB 159

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.



Sermon Hymn

The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want LSB 710
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd, Tl not want; He  makes me
2 My soul He doth re - store a - gain And me to
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will 1
4 My ta - ble Thou hast fur - nish - ed In pres - ence
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life  Shall sure - ly
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down to lie In pas - tures  green; He
walk doth  make With - in the paths of
fear no ill; For Thou art with me,
of my  foes; My head Thou dost with
fol - low me; And in God’s house for -
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lead - eth me The qui - e wa - ters by
righ - teous - ness, E’en for His own name’s sake.
and Thy rod And staff me com - fort still.
oil a - noint, And my cup o - ver - flows.
ev - er - more My dwell - ing place shall be.
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Sermon

“The Good Shepherd Knows”

i

Prayer of the Church and the Lord’s Prayer

John 10:11-18

(P] Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Response after each petition

(P] Lord,

in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



P} Lord God, out of Your fatherly goodness You have remembered us
poor, miserable sinners and given Your beloved Son to be our
Shepherd — not only to nourish us by His Word, but also to
defend us from sin, death and the devil. Grant us Your Holy Spirit,
that even as this Shepherd knows us and helps in every affliction,
we also may know Him, trust Him, seek help and comfort in Him,
heartily obey His voice and obtain eternal salvation; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Benediction

P) The grace of our Lord *I- Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.



| Am Jesus' Little Lamb LSB 740
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11 am Je - sus’ lit - tle lamb, Ev - er glad at
2 Day by day, at home, a - way, Je - sus is my
3 Who so hap - py as I am, E - ven now the
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staff and stay. When 1 hun - ger, Je - sus feeds me,
Shep - herd’s lamb? And when my short life is end - ed,
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Knows my need and well pro-vides me, Loves me ev - 'ty
In - to pleas-ant pas - tures leads me; When I  thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
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day the same, E - ven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters flow.
to His breast, There with -in  His arms to  rest.
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Resources for Meditation this Week

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 25 April 2021

Readings

Acts 4:1-12

1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, Lays Down His Life for the Sheep

The Lord Jesus is “the good shepherd” who “lays down his life for the
sheep” (John 10:11). His life is not taken from Him, but He lays it down
willingly, of His own accord, because He knows and loves the sheep. As
the One sent by the Father, He has the “authority to lay it down” and the
“authority to take it up again” (John 10:18). So has He done, and now He
continues to love and serve as the Good Shepherd of the sheep by the
voice of His Gospel. He thus calls all people into the fold of His Church,
so that there may be “one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16). That is why
the apostles “were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead” (Acts 4:2). Since “there is salvation in no one
else,” His voice rings out to this day through the preaching of His name,
“for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). His voice comforts our hearts against all
condemnation and gives us courage to “love one another” and “to lay
down our lives for the brothers,” as He laid down His life for us (1 John
3:16, 23).
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 2 May 2021

Readings

Acts 8:26-40

1 John 4:1-11 (12-21)
John 15:1-8

Jesus Christ Is the True Vine Who Bears Much Fruit in Us

“God is love,” and He has manifested Himself to us by sending “his only
Son into the world, so that we might live through him” (1 John 4:9, 16). By
the ministry of the Gospel, “he has given us of his Spirit,” so that we also
believe and confess “that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.” In this way,
we “abide in him and he in us,” and we “love one another” (1 John 4:2, 7,
13). Such divine love is exemplified in Philip’s preaching of “the good
news about Jesus” to the Ethiopian eunuch. And when “they came to some
water,” the eunuch was baptized into the very Gospel that Philip had
preached (Acts 8:35-38). That Ethiopian was thereby grafted into “the
true vine,” Jesus Christ (John 15:1), just as we are. Already we are clean
because of the Word that Christ has spoken to us and by the washing of
water with His Word. We now abide in Him by faith in His forgiveness. As
He abides in us, both body and soul, with His own body and His blood,
He “bears much fruit” in us (John 15:3-5).
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