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In [Jesus] you also are being built together

into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:22
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Introit Psalm 145:16; 147:7-11

You open your hand;
you satisfy the desire of every living thing.

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;
make melody to our God on the lyre!

He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain for the earth;
he makes grass grow on the hills.

He gives to the beasts their food,
and to the young ravens that cry.

His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome

Opening Hymn

Christ Is Our Cornerstone LSB 912
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1 Christ is our «cor - ner - stone, On Him a - lone we build;
2 Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we im - plore,
3 Oh, then, with hymns of  praise These hal - lowed courts shall ring;
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With His true saints a - lone The courts of heav’n are filled. On His
And may that grace, once giv’'n, Be with us ev - er-more Un - til
Our voic-es we will raise The Three in One to sing And thus
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great love Our hopes we place Of pres-ent grace And joys a - bove.
that day When all the blest To end-less rest Are called a - way.

pro - claim In joy - ful song, Both loud and long, That glo-rious name.
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Invocation

P} In the name of the Father and of the "}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Confession and Absolution

P
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 23

Spoken responsively, whole verse by whole verse

The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.

2He makes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters.

3He restores my soul.

He leads me in paths of righteousness

for his name’s sake.



“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil,

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

5Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and | shall dwell in the house of the LorD
forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

LSB 152
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

LORD, HAVE MERCY



Hymn of Praise

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
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[P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still
You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy
Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your
benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture!” declares the LORD. ?Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel, concerning the shepherds who care for my people: “You have
scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. Behold, | will attend to you for your evil deeds,
declares the LORD. 3Then | will gather the remnant of my flock out of all
the countries where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4l will set shepherds
over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be
dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD.

>"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will raise up
for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ¢In his days Judah
will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which
he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Ephesians 2:11-22

"Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the
flesh by hands— ">remember that you were at that time separated from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
3But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of
hostility by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that
he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, '®and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the
cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached peace to
you who were far off and peace to those who were near. "®For through
him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. '®So then you are
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, 2°built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 2'in
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy
temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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Holy Gospel Mark 6:30-44
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
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Glo -ry to You, O Lord.

39The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done
and taught. 3'And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a
desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and
they had no leisure even to eat. 3And they went away in the boat to a
desolate place by themselves. **Now many saw them going and
recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got
there ahead of them. 3*When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and
he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a
shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 3>And when it grew
late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the
hour is now late. 3%Send them away to go into the surrounding
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 3’But he
answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him,
“Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to
them to eat?” 3¥And he said to them, "How many loaves do you have?
Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two
fish.” 3Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green
grass. 4°So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 4’And
taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said
a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set
before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. “?And
they all ate and were satisfied. *And they took up twelve baskets full of
broken pieces and of the fish. “*And those who ate the loaves were five
thousand men.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed LSB 159

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life '+ everlasting. Amen.



Hymn of the Day

The Church's One Foundation
o
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1 The Church’s one foun-da-tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev-'ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa-ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par - takes one ho - ly food,
Yet saints their watch are keep - ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till  with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - ry grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep-ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
5 Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won.
O blesséd heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face.
Public domain
Sermon Encouragement Series Part 1

“Being Built Together”
Ephesians 2:11-22



Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer

(P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Response after each petition
() Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P) All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

®F

Blessing

P) The grace of our Lord *I- Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.
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Hymn

Blest Be the Tie That Binds LSB 649
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1 Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Chris - tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa-ther’s throne We pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual  woes, Our mu-tual bur - dens bear,
4 When here our path-ways  part, We suf - fer bit - ter pain;
5 From sor-row, toil, and pain, And sin we shall be free
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The fel-low-ship of kin-dred minds Is like to that a - bove.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our  com-forts and our cares.
And of -ten for each oth - er flows The sym - pa-thiz-ing  tear.
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, We hope to meet a - gain.

And per-fect love and friend-ship reign Throughall e - ter-ni - ty.
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Resources for Meditation this Week

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 18 July 2021

Readings
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-44

The Lord Jesus Shepherds His Church on Earth by the Ministry of the
Gospel

The Lord rebukes and removes “the shepherds who destroy and scatter the
sheep” (Jer. 23:1). He gathers the flock, brings them back to the fold, and
sets “shepherds over them who will care for them” (Jer. 23:3-4). He raises
up the Son of David, the great Good Shepherd, to “reign as king and deal
wisely” (Jer. 23:5). He is “our righteousness,” in whom we “dwell securely”
(Jer. 23:6). He has compassion on all of us, who were “like sheep without a
shepherd” (Mark 6:34). Not only does He teach us many things, but taking
the bread, He blesses and breaks and gives it to the disciples “to set
before the people” (Mark 6:41). He abundantly provides for His Church on
earth, so that everyone is fed and fully satisfied in body and soul. He
preaches peace “to you who were far off,” and “by the blood of Christ,” He
brings you near (Eph. 2:13, 17). Though you were “separated from Christ”
by your sin, “having no hope and without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12),
now “you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household
of God” (Eph. 2:19).
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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 25 July 2021

Readings
Genesis 9:8-17
Ephesians 3:14-21
Mark 6:45-56

Creation Is Redeemed and Sanctified by the Word of Christ Jesus

Having spared faithful Noah and his family from the flood, the Lord
established His covenant with them, “and with every living creature,” that
never again would there be “a flood to destroy the earth” (Gen. 9:9-11).
He signed and sealed this everlasting covenant with His rainbow in the
clouds, by which He sees and remembers His promise that “the waters
shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh” (Gen. 9:13-16).
Although creation suffers under the curse of sin, the Lord preserves and
orders creation for the benefit of His Church. In particular, all of creation
is redeemed and sanctified by the incarnate Son of God. “Take heart” and
“do not be afraid,” for He is with you on the sea. He is not a ghost, but He
has come in the flesh to save you. He has gotten “into the boat” with you,
and the wind that was against you has ceased (Mark 6:45-51). For He is
the Word and promise of the Father, and His own flesh and blood are the
covenant by which you are “strengthened with power through his Spirit in
your inner being” (Eph. 3:16-17).
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