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And looking up to heaven, Jesus sighed and said to him,
"Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And his ears were opened,

his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.
Mark 7:34-35
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Introit Psalm 28:8, 1-2, 6-7
The LorD is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
To you, O LORD, | call; my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest, if you be silent to me, | become like those who go down to the
pit.
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when | cry to you for help,
when | lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary.
Blessed be the LORD!
For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
The LoRD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and |
am helped;
my heart exults, and with my song | give thanks to him.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

» who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

» who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

« who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

» who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

« who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome

Opening Hymn

Word of God, Come Down on Earth LSB 545
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1 Word of God, come down on earth, Liv - ing rain from

2 Word e - ter - nal, throned on high, Word that brought to
3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, Speak and heal our
4 Word that speaks God’s ten - der love, One with God be -
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heav’n de - scend - ing; Touch our hearts and bring to  birth
life cre - a - tion, Word that came from heav’n to die,
mor - tal blind - ness; Deaf we are: our heal - er be;
yond all tell - ing, Word that sends us from a - bove,
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Faith and hope and love wun - end - ing. Word al - might - y,
Cru - ci- fied for our sal - va - tion, Sav - ing Word, the
Loose our tongues to tell Your kind - ness. Be our Word in

God the Spir - it, with wus dwell - ing, Word of truth, to

we re - vere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You.
world re - stor-ing, Speak to us, Your love out-pour - ing.
pit -y spo-ken, Heal the world, by sin now bro - ken.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.

© James Quinn; admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014166.
Public domain



Invocation

P)

In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 146

Spoken responsively, whole verse by whole verse

"Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!

2] will praise the LORD as long as | live;

I will sing praises to my God while | have my being.



3Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.

“When his breath departs he returns to the earth;

on that very day his plans perish.

>Blesséd is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,

Swho made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;

"who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;

8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lorop lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LorD loves the righteous.

°The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

%The Lorp will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the LORD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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1 ]
b |
P

N s —

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Hymn of Praise

This Is the Feast LSB 155
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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[P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P] Let us pray.
O Lord, let Your merciful ears be open to the prayers of Your
humble servants and grant that what they ask may be in accord
with Your gracious will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:4-7a

4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!

Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,

with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

Sthen shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle James 2:1-10, 14-18

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory. ?For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine
clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing
also comes in, 3and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine
clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the
poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” “have you
not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with
evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those
who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom,
which he has promised to those who love him? ®But you have
dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you,
and the ones who drag you into court? “Are they not the ones who
blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?

8If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. °But if you show
partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors.

"%For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it ...

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does
not have works? Can that faith save him? "If a brother or sister is poorly
clothed and lacking in daily food, ®and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for
the body, what good is that? 7So also faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead.

8But someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me
your faith apart from your works, and | will show you my faith by my
works.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THANKS BE TO GOD



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Mark 7:31-37
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
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Glo -ry to You, O Lord.

31Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon
to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. >*And they brought
to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they
begged him to lay his hand on him. 33And taking him aside from the
crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting
touched his tongue. **And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, "Be opened.” 3*And his ears were opened, his
tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 3And Jesus charged them to
tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they
proclaimed it. 3’And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He
has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute
speak.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed LSB 158

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day

O Son of God, in Galilee LSB 841
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© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014166.
Public domain

Sermon “Touched by Jesus” Mark 7:31-37

Prayer of the Church

(P] Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Response after each petition
(P} Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P) All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.
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Offertory LSB 159
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
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P Lift up your hearts,
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162

) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

13



P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
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Thank the Lord LSB 164
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -1u - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

(P] Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

[
A - men.

Benediction LSB 166
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P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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Closing Hymn

Jesus Shall Reign LSB 832
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fume shall rise With ev - ry morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall pro - claim Their ear - ly bless - ings on His name.
ter - nal restt And all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, And earth re - peat the loud a - men.
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Resources for Meditation this Week

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 5 September 2021

Readings

Isaiah 35:4-7a

James 2:1-10, 14-18
Mark 7:(24-30) 31-37

Our Merciful Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Does All Things Well

The Lord proclaims the Gospel “to those who have an anxious heart” to
comfort and encourage them with His presence. He comes not only with
threats of “vengeance” and “recompense,” but with His gracious salvation
(Is. 35:4). He opens “the eyes of the blind” and “the ears of the deaf,” and
He loosens “the tongue of the mute” to “sing for joy” (Is. 35:5-6). Like
water on thirsty ground, He speaks His life-giving Word to people of all
nations. With His Word and the touch of His hand, He does “all things
well,” so that you may now speak “plainly” (Mark 7:31-37). You confess
the truth of God in Christ to the glory of His holy name, and you call
upon His name in every trouble, confident that He will hear and answer.
As you pray and confess with your tongue, so also “love your neighbor as
yourself” (James 2:8). Show your faith “in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of
glory,” by loving without partiality. For God has “chosen those who are
poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom”

(James 2:1-5).
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 12 September 2021

Readings
Isaiah 50:4-10
James 3:1-12
Mark 9:14-29

Christ Jesus Delivers Us from Sin, Death and the Devil

Those who teach the Word of God “will be judged with greater strictness”
(James 3:1) because it is by the Word that saving faith is obtained,
whereas false doctrine always threatens to destroy Christian faith and life.
The tongue “boasts of great things,” whether for good or evil (James 3:5).
In fallen man, “it is a restless evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8). But
anyone who bridles his tongue with the Word of God, who “does not
stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man” (James 3:2). It is Christ who
opens His ear to the voice of His Father, so that, with “the tongue of those
who are taught,” He is able to sustain the weary “with a word” (Is. 50:4-5).
Entrusting Himself to His Father, even to death, He is not put to shame
but is vindicated in His resurrection (Is. 50:6-9). By His faith and
faithfulness, He casts out the “mute and deaf spirit” from us (Mark 9:25).
He has compassion on us and helps us, so that we are not destroyed but
cleansed from every evil and raised up from death to life (Mark 9:22-27).
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