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Introit Luke 1:46b-47; 1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 56—7
My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
My mouth derides my enemies,
because | rejoice in your salvation.
There is none holy like the LORD;
there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God.
The barren has borne seven,
but she who has many children is forlorn.
The LorD kills and brings to life;
he brings down to Sheol and raises up.
The LORD makes poor and makes rich;
he brings low and he exalts.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

» who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

» who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

« who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

» who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

« who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Fourth Sunday in Advent

Welcome

Opening Hymn

Divine Service, Setting Two

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Text and Tune: Public domain



Invocation

P)

In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P

®F

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 80:1-7

Spoken responsively, whole verse by whole verse

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a flock!

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.



2Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
stir up your might
and come to save us!

3Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

40 LorD God of hosts,

how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
>You have fed them with the bread of tears

and given them tears to drink in full measure.

5You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.

"Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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“LORD, HAVE MERCY

During Advent, the Hymn of Praise is omitted
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P] Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,

that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your
grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2-5a

2But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among
the clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.

3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel.

4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the
LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.

>And he shall be their peace.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choir O Come to Us, Emmanuel Martin



Epistle Hebrews 10:5-10
>When Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me;

%in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.

"Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.”

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are
offered according to the law), °then he added, “Behold, | have come to
do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.
1°And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Luke 1:39-45
] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

¥In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country,
to a town in Judah, *°and she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. 4’/And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the



baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,
42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! “*And why is this granted to me
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? “For behold, when the
sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped
for joy. *And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed LSB 174

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the rem

ission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day

Savior of the Nations, Come
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Text (sts. 1-2): Public domain; Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; Text (sts. 4, 8): © 1978
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371

Tune: Public domain

Sermon “In the Presence of God”

Luke 1:39-45



Prayer of the Church

(P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Response after each petition
() Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P) O Lord, mighty God, You have done great things for us, most of all
delivering us from death to life through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Mercifully hear our prayers and answer them according to Your will
for the sake of Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer LSB 179

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Blessing

(P) The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.



My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord LSB 934
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Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371
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Resources for Meditation this Week

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 19 December 2021

Readings

Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 (46-56)

The Lord Comes to Visit Us in Peace

The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the nativity of
our Lord. With Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her Son,
conceived in her womb by the Spirit of God. As the Lord dealt graciously
with her and did great things for her (Luke 1:48-49), so also He manifests
Himself and His glory to us in mercy and gentleness. He comes to rule
His people in peace, to “shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD.” He
comes forth not from the great capital city of Rome or Jerusalem, but
from lowly little Bethlehem (Micah 5:2, 4). He comes to sacrifice Himself,
in fulfillment of His Father's will, for the salvation and sanctification of His
people (Heb. 10:10). He who once visited Elizabeth while hidden in the
womb of Mary (Luke 1:39-45) now comes to visit us today, hidden in the
lowliness of simple water, bread and wine.
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 26 December 2021

Readings

Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:22-40

The Firstborn Son of God Is Our Redemption from Sin and Death

When the Lord destroyed the firstborn sons of Egypt, He spared the sons
of Israel by providing a lamb in their stead. Hence, all the firstborn sons
belong to Him. Every firstborn male animal was sacrificed, and every
firstborn son of man was redeemed (Ex. 13:12-13). Therefore, the parents
of Jesus “brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord” (Luke
2:22). However, He is not redeemed from priestly service but is
consecrated for “the redemption of Jerusalem” and “the consolation of
Israel” (Luke 2:25, 38). For God the Father did not spare His only begotten
Son, but offered Him up as the true Passover Lamb, in order to redeem
His people from bondage. His cross has caused many to stumble and fall,
but His blood atoned for the sins of the world and delivers us from
death. We now depart in the peace of Christ because we are also raised
with Him. As we receive His body and blood, we join Simeon and Anna in
“giving thanks to God the Father through him,” “singing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs,” including the Nunc Dimittis, with thankfulness in our
hearts (Luke 2:28-32, 38; Col. 3:15-17).
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Christmas & New Year’'s Eve Worship
Please join us in worship in this new Church Year

Christmas Eve Worship

Friday, December 24t at
4:00 pm (blended) & 7:00 pm (traditional)

prelude music begins 30 minutes before services

Christmas Day Worship

Saturday, December 25" at 9:00 am
with Holy Communion

New Year's Eve Worship

Friday, December 31t at 7:00 pm
with Holy Communion




