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EVENING PRAYER

Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, [John 8:12]
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come. [John 1:5]
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
0
re ———
Yo [ P il
') L L 4
and the day is almost o - ver Luke 24:29
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness 1 Corinthians 4:5
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and il - lu - mine Your Church. [2 Corinthians 4:6]



Phos Hilaron ~ Hymn of Light LSB 244
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav -en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be - ing praised with pure voic - es for -
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ev - er (0] Son of God, (0] Giv-er of life:
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the wu - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni- verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of »
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.

A - men.
Psalmody
Sung by the Congregation
(1, Sung by a Soloist
Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1-4, 8
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.

(I O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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(M  Set a watch be-fore mymouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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(I Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-1ly Spir - it; as it was in
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.



(P] Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified
minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the
whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.
Office Hymn
Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens LSB 589
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1 Speak, O Lord, Your ser - vant lis - tens, Let Your Word to
2 Oh, what bless - ing to be near You And to lis - ten
3 Lord, Your words are wa - ters liv - ing When my thirst - ing
4 As I pray, dear Je - sus, hear me; Let Your words in
o) ——
[ A T | - + I T | T T T
[ 4% lV‘ I‘ 1IN T | Py | | | I y 2
WM fFor e o o1&
me come near; New-born life and spir - it give me,
to Your voice; Let me e - er love and hear You,
spir - it pleads. Lord, Your words are bread life - giv - ing;
me take root. May Your Spir - it e’er be near me
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Let each prom-ise still my fear. Death’s dread pow’r, its in- ward
Let Your Word be now my choice! Man - y  hard-ened sin-ners,
On Your wordsmy spir - it feeds. Lord, Your words will be my
That I bear a-bun - dant fruit. May I dai - ly sing Your
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strife, Wars a - gainst Your Word of  life; Fill me, Lord, with
Lord, Flee in ter - ror at Your Word; But to all who
light Through death’s cold  and drea - ry night; Yes, they are my
praise, From my heart glad an-thems raise, Till my high - est
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love’s strong fer - vor That I cling to You for - ev - er!
feel sin’s  bur - den You give words of peace and par-don.
sword pre - vail - ing And my cup of joy un - fail - ing!
praise is giv - en In the end-less joy of heav-en.

Text and Tune: Public domain



Readings

Reading

'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
°Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
3though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
>God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
®The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
"The LorD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
8Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
10“Be still, and know that | am God.
| will be exalted among the nations,
| will be exalted in the earth!”
""The LorD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Solo O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Kauflin, Neale, Cook



Reading 1 Samuel 3:1-10

"The young man Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. And
the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he
could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3The lamp of God had
not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD,
where the ark of God was.

“Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here | am!” >and ran to Eli
and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie
down again.” So he went and lay down.

®And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to
Eli and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call,
my son; lie down again.” “Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and
the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

8And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and
went to Eli and said, "Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived
that the LORD was calling the young man. °Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
"Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your
servant hears.” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

°And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel!
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.”

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Luke 1:5-24a, 57-64

°In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named
Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. ®And they were both
righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and
statutes of the Lord. “But they had no child, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were advanced in years.

8Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was
on duty, %according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by
lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. "°And the whole
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.



""And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right
side of the altar of incense. ?And Zechariah was troubled when he saw
him, and fear fell upon him. *But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. "*And you will have joy
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, ™for he will be great
before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’'s womb. ®And he will
turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, ""and he will go
before him in the spirit and power of Elijjah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to
make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

8And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall | know this? For | am an
old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” '?And the angel answered
him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and | was sent to
speak to you and to bring you this good news. 2°And behold, you will be
silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place,
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their
time.” 2'And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were
wondering at his delay in the temple. 2And when he came out, he was
unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in
the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute.
2And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

24After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived.

>’Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.
8And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. **And on the eighth day they
came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah
after his father, ®°but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.”
81And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.”
©2And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be
called. *And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.”
And they all wondered. “And immediately his mouth was opened and
his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



P} In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Hebrews 1:1-2a

Sermon  “Zechariah: Hoping in Silence”  Luke 1:5-24q, 57-64

Canticle

Sung by Pastor

Benedictus ~ Song of Zechariah Luke 1:68-79
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Bless - ed be the Lord, the God of Is-ra - el;

Q}
ol
i
L AN
L 1IN

He has come to His peo-ple and re-deemed them.
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He has raised up for us might - y Sav - ior,
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born of the house of His ser-vant Da - vid.
2 e b T :
Hey I | |
Y I | &
e & o

Through His ho - ly proph - ets He  prom - ised of old
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that He would save us from our en-e-mies, from the hands of all who
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hate us. He prom-ised to show mer-cy to our fa - thers
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and to re-mem-ber His ho - ly cov - e - nant.
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This was the oath He swore to our fa-ther A - bra-ham:
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to set us free from the hands of our en - e - mies,
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free to wor - ship Him with - out fear, ho - ly and
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righ-teous in His sight all the days of our life.
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You, my child, shall be called the proph - et of the Most High,
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for you will go be-fore the Lord to pre-pare His way,
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of their sins. In the ten-der com-pas-sion of our God,
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and to guide our feet in - to the way of peace.
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is now, and will be for - ev - er. A - men.
Prayer
Litany LSB 249

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Synod President Harrison and District Presidents Yeadon and
Beinke, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For President Biden, for all public servants, for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened
in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection
in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For the faithful who have gone
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before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace

P} O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

(P] Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.



Benedicamus
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Let us bless the Lord. [Psalm 103:7]

o
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 252
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(P} The almighty and merciful Lord,

the Father, the ** Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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A - men.
Closing Hymn
Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’'ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And heav’n’s e - ter - nal arch - es
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throne And ev - ry voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.

Text and Tune: Public domain
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Advent, Christmas & New Year’s Eve Worship
Please join us in worship in this new Church Year

Q- Midweek Advent Services
2 ¢ ] Wednesday, December 15t at 7:00 pm
Wednesday, December 8™ at 7:00 pm
Wednesday, December 15™ at 7:00 pm

Christmas Eve Worship

Friday, December 24t at
4:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Christmas Day Worship

Saturday, December 25t at 9:00 am
with Holy Communion

New Year's Eve Worship

Friday, December 31t at 7:00 pm
with Holy Communion




