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Vespers 

 

Prelude Music  

 

We listen, reflect, and pray as the Lord prepares our hearts to receive his holy Word. 

 

 

Opening Words  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Come, Lord Jesus, and be with us this Lenten season. 

C As we stop and look to the cross Lord, help us to see the importance of Your 

sacrifice for our lives. 
 

P You have put Your love for us first in giving Your life on the cross. 

C Renew and re-order our lives Lord, as we journey with You to the cross, 

hearing the sounds of Your Passion once again. 

 

 

Opening Versicles  

 

 
 

 

 



2 

 

 

 
 
 

Psalm Psalm 26 

Spoken responsively, whole verse by whole verse 

1Vindicate me, O LORD, 

for I have walked in my integrity, 

and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering. 

2Prove me, O LORD, and try me; 

test my heart and my mind. 

3For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 

and I walk in your faithfulness. 

4I do not sit with men of falsehood, 

nor do I consort with hypocrites. 

5I hate the assembly of evildoers, 

and I will not sit with the wicked. 

6I wash my hands in innocence 

and go around your altar, O LORD, 

7proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, 

and telling all your wondrous deeds. 

8O LORD, I love the habitation of your house 

and the place where your glory dwells. 

9Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, 

nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 
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10in whose hands are evil devices, 

and whose right hands are full of bribes. 

11But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; 

redeem me, and be gracious to me. 

12My foot stands on level ground; 

in the great assembly I will bless the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken LSB 439 sts. 1–5 
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Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Reading Isaiah 50:4–9 

4The Lord GOD has given me 

the tongue of those who are taught, 

that I may know how to sustain with a word 

him who is weary. 

Morning by morning he awakens; 

he awakens my ear 

to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious; 

I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, 

and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 

I hid not my face 

from disgrace and spitting. 

7But the Lord GOD helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
8He who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

Let us stand up together. 
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Who is my adversary? 

Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 

who will declare me guilty? 

Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; 

the moth will eat them up. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Reading Acts 3:11–15 

11While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico 

called Solomon’s, astounded. 12And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of 
Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power 

or piety we have made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over 

and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14But you 

denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 
15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 

witnesses. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Reading Matthew 27:11–26 

11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King 
of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief 

priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how 
many things they testify against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 

charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one 

prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 
17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 
you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that 
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they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 

sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much 
because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, “Which 
of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said 

to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be 
crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Let him be crucified!” 

24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 

he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us 
and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 

delivered him to be crucified. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Responsory for Lent LSB 231 

 

 
 

 
 

Sermon “Shouting of the Mob” Matthew 27:20–23 
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Chief of Sinners Though I Be LSB 611 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Prayers 

Kyrie LSB 233 
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Lord's Prayer LSB 233 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers of God’s People  

P Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to you. 
 

P O Lenten King, you could have stopped your journey to the cross at any point 

along the way. Again tonight, as we have heard the shouts of “Crucify”, we know 
that you could have fled from the mob. Yet you continued your journey to the 

cross out of obedience to your Father and out of love for us. 

C Keep us strong, Lord, when the crowds try to influence us. Again tonight Lord, 

open our ears to hear your Word and to hear again the sounds of your 

journey to the cross, which did not stop but continued all the way to your 

death for us. 
 

P Abide with us Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us 

at the end of the day, at the end of our life, and at the end of the world. 

C Abide with us with your grace and goodness, with your holy Word, and with 

your strength and blessing. 
 

P Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night 

of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. 

C Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 234 
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Christ, the Life of All the Living LSB 420 

 

 

 

 



10 

 
 

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Postlude Music  
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Lent, Holy Week & Easter Worship 
Please join us in worship this Lent & Easter season 

 

Wednesday evenings – Soup Supper at 6:00 pm 

 

 

Midweek Lent Services 

Wednesday, March 30
th at 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, April 6th at 7:00 pm 

  

 

Palm Sunday Services 

Sunday, April 10
th at 8:00 am & 10:45 am 

  

 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday Service 

Thursday, April 14th at 7:00 pm 

with Holy Communion 

  

 

Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 15th at 7:00 pm 

  

 

Easter Services 

Sunday, April 17th at 

6:00 am (sunrise) 

8:00 am (traditional) & 10:45 am (blended) 

 


