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Good Friday Tenebrae Worship – April 15, 2022 
 

 

 

As we gather…the pastor and congregation enter in reflective silence as our 

Maundy Thursday worship continues today … 

 

This service is a version of the ancient “Office of TENEBRAE” traditionally sung in  

Holy Week to impress on the minds and hearts of believers the awful consequences of sin 

and the magnitude of our Savior’s sacrifice. 

 

The service begins in silence and ends in almost total darkness. The extinguishing of the 

lights has come to signify the flight of the disciples. The removal of the Christ candle from 

the chancel symbolizes the death of Jesus. Its return is the remembrance of his resurrection 

to come. The noise near the end of the service, the closing of the Book, is to acknowledge 

that the work of redemption is completed. 

 

 

 

Opening Versicles  

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 

P Praise to You, O Christ, 

C Lamb of our salvation. 

 

 

Psalm Psalm 22:1, 4–6, 9–11, 16–19 

P My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? 

C In you our fathers trusted; 

they trusted, and you delivered them. 
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P To you they cried and were rescued; 

in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

C But I am a worm and not a man, 

scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 
 

P Yet you are he who took me from the womb; 

you made me trust you at my mother’s breasts. 

C On you was I cast from my birth, 

and from my mother’s womb you have been my God. 
 

P Be not far from me, 

for trouble is near, 

and there is none to help. 

C For dogs encompass me; 

a company of evildoers encircles me; 

they have pierced my hands and feet— 
 

P I can count all my bones— 

they stare and gloat over me; 

C they divide my garments among them, 

and for my clothing they cast lots. 
 

P But you, O Lord, do not be far off! 

O you my help, come quickly to my aid! 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 

was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer 

death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Choir Anthem “He Chose to Die” Williams, Drennan 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

13Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 

he shall be high and lifted up, 

and shall be exalted. 
14As many were astonished at you— 

his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, 

and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 
15so shall he sprinkle many nations; 

kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

for that which has not been told them they see, 

and that which they have not heard they understand. 

1Who has believed what they heard from us? 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by men; 

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4Surely he has borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5But he was wounded for our transgressions; 

he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

and with his stripes we are healed. 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned every one to his own way; 
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and the LORD has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all. 
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

so he opened not his mouth. 
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9And they made his grave with the wicked 

and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 

and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

he has put him to grief; 

when his soul makes an offering for sin, 

he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
11Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

make many to be accounted righteous, 

and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because he poured out his soul to death 

and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

and makes intercession for the transgressors. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted LSB 451 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ – Drawn From the Four Gospels 

 

 

Go to Dark Gethsemane – Choir and Congregation LSB 436 sts. 1–3 

Choir sings verses 1–2; Congregation sings on verse 3 

 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 

Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from His griefs away; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 

View the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; 

Learn from Him to bear the cross. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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The Office of Tenebrae 

Reading Luke 23:32-34 

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And 

when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 

they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 

 

 

Meditation: “Father Forgive Them” 

 

 

Upon the Cross Extended LSB 453 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

The First Light Is Extinguished 
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Reading Luke 23:35-43 

35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 

others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers 

also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the 

King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the 

King of the Jews.” 
39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? 

Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 

you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are 

receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 

 

Meditation: “Truly I Say To You” 

 

 

Women’s Choir Anthem “Jesus Paid it All” Helvey, Grape 

 

 

 

The Second Light Is Extinguished 

 

 

Reading John 19:25-27 

25But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 

whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 
27Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple 

took her to his own home. 

 

 

Meditation: “Behold Your Mother” 
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My Song Is Love Unknown LSB 430 sts. 1-2 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 

 

 

 

The Third Light Is Extinguished 

 

 

Reading Mark 15:33-34 

 33And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until 

the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 

 

Meditation: “My God, My God, Why…” 
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O Sacred Head, Now Wounded LSB 450 sts. 1-2 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

The Fourth Light Is Extinguished 

 

 

Reading John 19:28 

28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), 

“I thirst.” 

 

 

Meditation: “I Thirst” 
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O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken LSB 439 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

The Fifth Light Is Extinguished 

 

 

Reading John 19:29-30 

29A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a 

hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he 

said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

 

Meditation: “It is Finished” 
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Behold the Wood Dan Schutte 

First Refrain and Verses sung by soloist; Remaining Refrains sung by congregation. 

 
 

And when my hour of glory comes, as all was meant to be, 

You shall see me lifted up, upon the tree. Refrain… 
 

My Father, if it be your plan, this cup might pass me by, 

Yet let it happen as you will if I must die. Refrain… 
 

My body now is torn with pain, my friends have left and gone. 

O loving Father, take my life into your hands.  Refrain… 

 
 

The Sixth Light Is Extinguished 

 

Reading Luke 23:44-49 

44It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until 

the ninth hour, 45while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two. 46Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit 

my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 47Now when the centurion saw what 

had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” 48And all the 

crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, 

returned home beating their breasts. 49And all his acquaintances and the women who 

had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 

 

Meditation: “Father, Into Your Hands” 
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The Christ Candle is removed, symbolizing the death of Jesus. 
 

The hammering of the nails reminds us of  

Jesus being hung on the cross. 

 

Vocal Selection “Were You There” LSB 456 

 

The closing of the book acknowledges that the work of redemption is complete. 
 

The Christ Candle is returned, as we remember Jesus’ resurrection to come. 

 

Lord’s Prayer ~ spoken softly together  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Were You There ~ congregation sings together LSB 456 st. 4 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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The absence of a benediction today reminds us that our worship  

on Good Friday is not complete without Easter. 
 

You are invited to stay as long as you wish … to pray, to meditate on God’s Word, and to 

reflect on the Savior’s love for you. You may kneel at the communion rail if you wish. 

 

 

 

All may exit the sanctuary in reverent silence. 
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