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My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they
follow me. | give them eternal life, and they will
never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand. John 10:27-28
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Introit John 10:14, 15b; Psalm 78:70-72; 79:13
| am the good shepherd.
| know my own and my own know me,
and | lay down my life for the sheep.
He chose David his servant and took him from the sheepfolds;
from following the nursing ewes
he brought him to shepherd Jacob his people,
Israel his inheritance.
With upright heart he shepherded them
and guided them with his skillful hand.
But we your people, the sheep of your pasture,
will give thanks to you forever;
from generation to generation
we will recount your praise.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

» who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

» who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

» who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

* who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

* who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.



Fourth Sunday of Easter

Divine Service, Setting Four

Welcome

Opening Hymn

Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good LSB 819
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3 We soughtthe Lord in our dis-tress; O God, in mer - cy
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a - tion, The God of love who un - der - stood
keep - ing. By morn-ing glow or eve - ning shade
hear us. Our Sav - ior saw our help - less - ness
a - tion; He is  their ref - uge and their rock,
glo - ry. Let all who know  His pow’r pro - claim
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Our need for His sal - va - tion. With heal-ing balm our
His eye is nev - er sleep - ing. With -in the king-dom
And came with peace to cheer us. For this we thank and
Their peace and their sal - va - tion. As with a moth-er’s
A - loud the won - drous sto - ry. Cast ev-’ry i - dol
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of His might All things are just and good and right:
praise the Lord, Who is by one and all a - dored:
ten - der hand, He leads His own, His cho - sen band:
from its throne, For God is God, and He a - lone:
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To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!

Text and Tune: Public domain



Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in
prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to
be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in
which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life
through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 23
Spoken responsively, whole verse by whole verse

"The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not want.

2He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.

3He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

5Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LoRD forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

“LORD, HAVE MERCY



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will fromGod in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death
the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when
we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us
each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



First Reading Acts 20:17-35

"Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the
church to come to him. '8And when they came to him, he said to them:

“You yourselves know how | lived among you the whole time from the
first day that | set foot in Asia, "serving the Lord with all humility and
with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the
Jews; how | did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was
profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house,
2ltestifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and
of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, | am going to
Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to
me there, 2>except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that
imprisonment and afflictions await me. 2*But | do not account my life of
any value nor as precious to myself, if only | may finish my course and
the ministry that | received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel
of the grace of God. 2>And now, behold, | know that none of you among
whom | have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face
again. 2Therefore | testify to you this day that | am innocent of the blood
of all of you, ?for | did not shrink from declaring to you the whole
counsel of God. 2Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock,
in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church
of God, which he obtained with his own blood. ?°| know that after my
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;
30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted
things, to draw away the disciples after them. 3'Therefore be alert,
remembering that for three years | did not cease night or day to
admonish everyone with tears. 3And now | commend you to God and
to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you
the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33| coveted no one’s
silver or gold or apparel. **You yourselves know that these hands
ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. %In all
things | have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help
the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choir “Brother James’ Air” Daw, Jacob, Bain
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Epistle Revelation 7:9-17

After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes,
with palm branches in their hands, %and crying out with a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
"And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before
the throne and worshiped God, '?saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our
God forever and ever! Amen.”

3Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these,
clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him,
“Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of
the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.

> Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
®They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
""For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

|

THANKS BE TO GOD



Alleluia and Verse LSB 205

o) | ‘ I e , T
A —~ —t— ——— L { —— ' : H
i_?_ljj'_‘_’ & } L‘_}_I_‘ { } H
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
K— KT | frem— f K

o)

b’ A
ey —
NIV |
J 4
These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
o)
P’ A

AT W N r————

Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
A Tm:u
e e

Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 10:22-30

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was
winter, 22and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of
Solomon. %4So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 2*Jesus
answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that | do
in my Father's name bear witness about me, 2°but you do not believe
because you are not part of my flock. 2’My sheep hear my voice, and |
know them, and they follow me. 8| give them eternal life, and they will
never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father,
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to
snatch them out of the Father's hand. 3°l and the Father are one.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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SCRIPTURE ALONE

Apostles’ Creed LSB 207

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.



Hymn of the Day

The King of Love My Shepherd Is LSB 709
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2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear
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fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and  staff my
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!
6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!
Text and Tune: Public domain
Sermon “Hard Truths, Everlasting Love”



| Am Jesus’ Little Lamb LSB 740
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Knows my need and well pro-vides me, Loves me ev - 'ry
In - to pleas-ant pas - tures leads me; When I  thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
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day the same, E - ven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters  flow.
to  His breast, There with - in  His arms to  rest.

Text and Tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Church

Heavenly Father, in Your name Your Son purchased us with His
own most holy blood, and He now leads us through the gate of
death to our eternal home with You. As the sheep of His fold,
inspire us to hear His voice gladly and to follow Him steadfastly
through every tribulation.

Response after each petition
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer LSB 209

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven LSB 477
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1 Al -le - lu-ia, al - le-lu-ia! Hearts to heav’n and voic - es raise:
2 Al - le - lu -ia, Christ is ris-en! Death at last has met de-feat:
3Al-1le -lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia! Glo -ty be to God on high:
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Sing to God a hymn of glad-ness, Sing to God a hymn of praise;
See the an-cient pow’rs of e - vil In con - fu - sion and re-treat;
Al -le-lu-ia to the Sav-ior Who has gained the vic - to - ry;
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He who on the cross a vic-tim For the world’s sal - va-tion bled—
Once He died, and once was bur-ied: Now He lives for -ev - er - more,
Al - le-lu-ia to the Spir-it, Fount of love and sanc-ti - ty!

Je-sus Christ,the King of Glo - ry, Now is ris - en from the dead.
Je-sus Christ, the world’s Re-deem - er, Whom we wor-ship and a - dore.
Al-le - Iu -ia, al - le-lu - ia To the tri - une Maj - es - ty!

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
no. 110002371
Text (sts. 1, 3) and Tune: Public domain
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Resources for Meditation this Week

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 8 May 2022
Readings

Acts 20:17-35

Revelation 7:9-17

John 10:22-30

The Good Shepherd Cares for His Sheep

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came from the Father and became flesh
among us in order to rescue us, His sheep. He laid down His life for us
and took it up again in order to give us eternal life. By the preaching of
His Gospel, He calls His sheep to Himself and keeps them with Him
forever. As they hear His voice and follow Him, “they will never perish”
(John 10:28), for “no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand”
(John 10:29). In the same way, faithful pastors (literally, “shepherds”) “care
for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20:28),
“testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). Therefore, with all the company
of heaven, the Good Shepherd gathers His flock in worship, as they cry:
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
(Rev. 7:10).
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 15 May 2022
Readings

Acts 11:1-18

Revelation 21:1-7

John 16:12-22 or John 13:31-35

Jesus Turns Sorrow into Joy

On earth “you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy” (John
16:20). Already the Spirit grants you peace and joy through the
forgiveness of your sins. For by the cross of Christ, “God has granted
repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:18). His Gospel is “a message by
which you will be saved, you and all your household” (Acts 11:14). He
gives freely “from the spring of the water of life” (Rev. 21:6), “and death
shall be no more” (Rev. 21:4). He dwells with His people, adorning His
Church as a bride for her husband, “making all things new” (Rev. 21:5).
Therefore, as the Son of Man is glorified by His cross, “and God is
glorified in him” (John 13:31), so He is glorified in us by our “love for one
another” (John 13:35), which His Spirit works in us by His grace.




