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A Community of Faith: Centered in Christ — Called to Serve

[Jesus said:] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those
who will believe in me through their word, that they may all
be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you
have sent me.” John 17:20-21
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Introit Psalm 61:1, 3, 5-8
Hear my cry, O God,
listen to my prayer;
for you have been my refuge,
a strong tower against the enemy.
For you, O God, have heard my vows;
you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.
Prolong the life of the king;
may his years endure to all generations!
May he be enthroned forever before God;
appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch over him!
So will | ever sing praises to your name,
as | perform my vows day after day.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

» who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

» who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

« who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

» who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

« who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Seventh Sunday of Easter

Divine Service

Invocation for the Easter Season

P Christis risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen.
P) This is the day the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! Psalm 118:24
P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son Matthew 28:19
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Prayer of Confession

P

®F

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Victor over death and the grave. You
have risen from the dead. Yet we face defeat in our sin every day.
We confess, Lord, that we so easily live only for ourselves. We
have neglected to love You with all our heart and soul and
mind, and our neighbors as ourselves.

We cannot do this on our own. We need the power of Your
forgiveness.
Roll away the stone of sin and crush the hardness of our heart.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

O Lord, hear us now, as we confess our sins to You.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



Song of Confession At The Foot Of The Cross Scott
Verse 1, Chorus, Verse 2, Chorus, Verse 1, Chorus x2
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(P} Jesus has carried our sins to His own death. His sacrifice is
complete and full — it is finished! The victory is won! Almighty God
in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the "« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Psalm Psalm 86:1-8
Spoken responsively, whole verse by whole verse
"Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me,
for I am poor and needy.

2Preserve my life, for | am godly;
save your servant, who trusts in you—you are my God.

3Be gracious to me, O Lord,
for to you do | cry all the day.

‘Gladden the soul of your servant,
for to you, O Lord, do | lift up my soul.

>For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.

5Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer;
listen to my plea for grace.

’In the day of my trouble | call upon you,
for you answer me.

8There is none like you among the gods, O Lord,
nor are there any works like yours.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Prayer



First Reading Acts 1:12-26

2Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. '*And
when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they
were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the
Zealot and Judas the son of James. “All these with one accord were
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

5In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of
persons was in all about 120) and said, '®"Brothers, the Scripture had to
be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of
David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested
Jesus. "For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in
this ministry.” "¥(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his
wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his
bowels gushed out. '?And it became known to all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama,
that is, Field of Blood.) 2°“For it is written in the Book of Psalms,

“May his camp become desolate,
and let there be no one to dwell in it’;

and

"

Let another take his office.’

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, #’beginning from the baptism
of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men
must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 2°And they put
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and
Matthias. 2*And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts
of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 2°to take the place
in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to
his own place.” 2°And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias,
and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Revelation 22:1-20

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the
middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will
be in it, and his servants will worship him. “They will see his face, and his
name will be on their foreheads. >And night will be no more. They will
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever.

®And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the
Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show
his servants what must soon take place.”

"And behold, | am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the
words of the prophecy of this book.”

8, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when | heard
and saw them, | fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed
them to me, °but he said to me, “You must not do that! | am a fellow
servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who
keep the words of this book. Worship God.”

°And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this
book, for the time is near. "'Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy
still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”

12"Behold, | am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to
repay everyone for what he has done. '}l am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the
right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.
>Qutside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices
falsehood.

167, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for
the churches. | am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star.”

"The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say,
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires
take the water of life without price.

'8 warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book:
if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in
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this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy
city, which are described in this book.

20He who testifies to these things says, “Surely | am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THANKS BE TO GOD

Holy Gospel John 17:20-26

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2[Jesus said:] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will
believe in me through their word, 2'that they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and | in you, that they also may be in us, so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. 2>The glory that you have given
me | have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23l in
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the
world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved
me. *Father, | desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where | am, to see my glory that you have given me because
you loved me before the foundation of the world. 2°0 righteous Father,
even though the world does not know you, | know you, and these know
that you have sent me. %6l made known to them your name, and | will
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me
may be in them, and | in them.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life *I- everlasting.

Amen.
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Text and Tune: Public domain



Sermon “And They Prayed” Acts 1:12-26

Prayers of the Church Family and the Lord's Prayer

(P} O righteous Father, Your Son obeyed Your holy will for the sake of
our salvation. Through Your Spirit, give Your Church on earth unity
of faith, that the world may know that You sent Your Son to rescue
us from sin, death and the power of the devil.

Response after each petition
P} Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P) All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Blessing

(P) The grace of our Lord I« Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.
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Song Above All LeBlanc, Baloche

Verse, Chorus, Verse, Chorus, Chorus
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Resources for Meditation this Week

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 29 May 2022
Readings

Acts 1:12-26

Revelation 22:1-6 (7-11) 12-20

John 17:20-26

Jesus Is with Us in His Holy Christian Church

On the night when He was betrayed, Jesus interceded for His Church —
for His apostles and all who believe in Him through their word — that all
of His disciples “may become perfectly one” in the Father and the Son
(John 17:21-23). For Jesus became flesh and dwells among us in order to
reveal the Father and His name, to share with us the glory of His
righteousness, and to bring us to the Father in Himself. As the Father
loved the Son from “before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24), so
He loves the whole world (John 17:23, 26). Through the apostolic witness
to the Baptism, cross and resurrection of Jesus (Acts 1:21-22), the Lord
gathers His disciples throughout the world “with one accord” as one body
in Christ (Acts 1:14). And so with one voice and by one Spirit, His Bride
prays, “Come” (Rev. 22:17). And He comes to us. He gives us “the water of
life without price” to wash our robes and quench our thirst (Rev. 22:17);
He feeds us from “the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit” (Rev. 22:2).
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THE DAY OF PENTECOST 5 June 2022
Readings

Genesis 11:1-9

Acts 2:1-21

John 14:23-31

The Holy Spirit Gives Peace

Following the flood, Noah's descendants failed to spread out and fill the
earth as God had spoken. Rather, they exalted themselves; with “one
language and the same words” (Gen. 11:1), they spoke proudly and
arrogantly. The Lord humbled them by confusing “the language of all the
earth,” dividing and dispersing the people (Gen. 11:9). That dispersal was
reversed on Pentecost Day (the 50th day of Easter), when God caused the
one Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to be preached in a multitude of
languages. “At this sound the multitude came together” (Acts 2:6), for the
preaching of Christ is the primary work of the Holy Spirit, whereby He
gathers people from all nations into one Church. The Holy Spirit teaches
and brings to our remembrance the words of Jesus, which are the words
of the Father who sent Him. These words bestow forgiveness and peace
to those who keep and hold on to them in love for Jesus. “Peace I leave
with you, my peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27).

14



