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The Nativity of Our Lord 
Christmas Day December 25, 2022 

 

 
 

Son of Man and Son of God 
 

We gather to celebrate the ultimate gift of God. This gift was promised at 

the very beginning of our need for a Savior from sin and from the last 

enemy, death, and He comes as the offspring of the woman. Yet the 

Promised One was not the son of Adam and certainly not Cain. Years later, 

the promise came to Abraham. But it was not yet the son of Abraham and 

certainly not Ishmael. Still the promise held to the great king David. But it 

was not yet the son of David and certainly not Absalom. Nevertheless, the 

promise was fulfilled through the house and lineage of David in the Son of 

Mary of Nazareth, the Son of God. To confirm this truth, both the evangelists 

Matthew and Luke give the genealogy—Matthew tracing the promise 

forward from Abraham, and Luke backward all the way to Adam. John 

describes the mystery of the Savior as a true human, born of the virgin Mary, 

and as true God, begotten of God the Father. Let us celebrate the gift in His 

eternal life-giving flesh and blood with the awe and reverence of the new, 

eternal life of faith as true children of God. 
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The Nativity of Our Lord 
 

Divine Service, Setting One 
 

 

 

Welcome 
 

 

Opening Hymn 

Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 

 

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe 

in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God 

and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun 

this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

Introit for Christmas Day Psalm 98; antiphon: v. 2 

C The LORD has made known His salvation; 

He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

L Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

for He has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and His holy arm 

have worked salvation for Him. 

C The LORD has made known His salvation; 

He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

L He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness 

to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

C Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

L Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

C With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

L Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

the world and those who dwell in it! 

C Let the rivers clap their hands; 

let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD, 

for He comes to judge the earth. 

L He will judge the world with righteousness, 

and the peoples with equity. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The LORD has made known His salvation; 

He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
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Kyrie  

L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
 

Hymn of Praise  

L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

L Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in 

the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Daniel 7:13–14 

L The Old Testament Reading is from Daniel, the seventh chapter. 
 

13I saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days 

and was presented before him. 
14And to him was given dominion 

and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 

should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one 

that shall not be destroyed. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



6 

Choir Anthem Angels We Have Heard On High Manor 
 

 

Epistle Galatians 4:1–7 

L The Epistle is from Galatians, the fourth chapter. 
 

1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a 

slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians 

and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, 

when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of 

the world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 

Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because 

you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 

“Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, 

then an heir through God. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse  

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 

made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
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6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as 

a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 

him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 

world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did 

not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, 

not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 

God. 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 

Father’s side, he has made him known. 
 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon “This is My Son: Jesus” John 1:1–18 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

Glory be to You, O God, for Your promised grace, forgiveness, and 

life given to us and to the whole world in Your only begotten Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. By the great glory of His sacrificial death on 

the cross for the life of the world, we have peace—the peace of 

sins forgiven and of the sure and certain promise of eternal life, 

which begins now and is eternal in the promised resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Glory and praise to 

You, O God. 
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Response after each petition 

L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. To 

You be all praise and worship, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the one 

and only God, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer  

L Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

L The Lord bless us and keep us. 

The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us. 

The Lord look upon us with favor and T give us peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 

Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn LSB 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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