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Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD;
his going out is sure as the dawn;
he will come to us as the showers,

as the spring rains that water the earth.”
Hosea 6:3
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Introit Psalm 50:7-10
The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Hear, O my people, and | will speak; O Israel, | will testify against you.
I am God, your God.
Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me.
| will not accept a bull from your house
or goats from your folds.
For every beast of the forest is mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

+ who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

« who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

« who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

» who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

* who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Second Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service, Setting Four

Prelude

Welcome

Opening Hymn

Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915
s .
[t I I | I | I I I | I
[ | I ] ] I | ] ] ] I - | I
(1) | [@# o4 & & [ . s - ) F I' ¥ [z
._)I [ 4 I ' I
1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
2 To - day Your gatec s o - pen. And all who en - tor in
3 To-day our Fa-ther calls us; His Ho -1y Spir - it  waits;
40 all -em-brac-ing Mer - ¢y, O ov - cr - o - pen Door,
] .
[T T ] | | [ ] | [T - > [ T T
H™ ] ] - ‘ r ] - ™ I ] = r J | =
[N | 1 = 1 = = > | | =
Q)‘ [ - 1
How - cv - cr pgreat our tres - pass, What - v - or we have been,
Shall tind a Fa-ther's wel-come And  par - don for thelr sin.
His  Dbless-ed  an - gels gath - o A - round the heav'n-ly  gates.
What should we do  with-ont You When heart and eye run o'er?
0 _u .
[ ] | I | I | I I
ﬁ - | T | | | | | T | | | =N
| - I ] ] ] I ] I Cal
BTES |
How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be lor-gol - en, A pres - enl  joy be @v'n,
No ques-tion  will be asked us How  of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a-gainst ws, To  drive us to  de - spair,
¢ . .
AN ————————
QJI [ J - r J 1 T
Your pre-cious blood can wash  ws  And muake us  clean  to - day
A fu - ture grace be prom - ised, A glo-rious crown in  heav'n.

Al - though we  oft

We know one gate is o - pen,

Text and Tune: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Confession and Absolution

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

®

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

EF @&

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 119:65-72
Spoken responsively

®You have dealt well with your servant,
O LoRD, according to your word.

%6Teach me good judgment and knowledge,
for | believe in your commandments.

®’Before | was afflicted | went astray,
but now | keep your word.

%8You are good and do good;
teach me your statutes.

69The insolent smear me with lies,
but with my whole heart | keep your precepts;



Otheir heart is unfeeling like fat,
but | delight in your law.

"t is good for me that | was afflicted,
that | might learn your statutes.

2The law of your mouth is better to me
than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - ¢y.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P)

P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son,

Jesus Christ,

to seek and to save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our
hearts to hear His call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast
with Him forever in His kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading

4

5] will return again to my place,

Hosea 5:15—6:6

until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face,

and in their distress earnestly seek me.

"Come, let us return to the LORD;
for he has torn us, that he may heal us;
he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.
2After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
3Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD;
his going out is sure as the dawn;
he will come to us as the showers,
as the spring rains that water the earth.”
“What shall | do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall | do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes early away.
>Therefore | have hewn them by the prophets;
| have slain them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
5For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,

the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Choir “Thy Word" Grant, Smith

Epistle Romans 4:13-25

13The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of
the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness
of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs,
faith is null and the promise is void. ">For the law brings wrath, but where
there is no law there is no transgression.

'That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest
on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the
adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all, "as it is written, “I have made you the father
of many nations"—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
®In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of
many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” "*He did
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as
good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. ®No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as
he gave glory to God, ?'fully convinced that God was able to do what he
had promised. 2?That is why his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” 22But the words “it was counted to him” were not written
for his sake alone, 2but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe
in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 2>who was delivered up
for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THANKS BE TO GOD



Alleluia and Verse LSB 205
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Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9-13

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting
at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and
followed him.

%And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his
disciples. ""TAnd when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,
"Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” >But when
he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. *Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy,
and not sacrifice.’ For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed LSB 206

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day

“Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake LSB 688
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Text and Tune: Public domain

Sermon “Community in Christ”



Prayer of the Church

P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Response after each petition
() Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

(P) Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer LSB 209

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.



Sing Praise to the God of Israel LSB 936
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Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371
Tune: Public domain
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Resources for Meditation this Week

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 11 June 2023

Readings
Hosea 5:15-6:6
Romans 4:13-25
Matthew 9:9-13

Jesus Calls Sinners to Repentance and Newness of Life in Accordance
with His Mercy

In calling Matthew the tax collector to follow Him, Jesus demonstrates
that He has come “not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Matt. 9:9, 13). As
a good physician, He comes not to confirm them in their sins, but to heal
them with His grace, calling them to repentance, faith and newness of life
(Matt. 9:12). He puts them to death by the preaching of His Law, in order
to raise them with His Gospel, to live before Him in the righteousness of
His resurrection (Hos. 6:1-2, 5). It is in this way that God “gives life to the
dead,” that is, through faith in Jesus, “who was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification” (Rom. 4:17, 24-25). Thus,
sinners from all nations are called to share the same faith as Abraham,
the father of all who trust in Jesus (Rom. 4:16-18). And as our Lord in
mercy thus welcomes us poor sinners to recline at the table in His house,
so does He “desire steadfast love and not sacrifice” (Matt. 9:10, 13; Hos.
6:6), that we should have mercy on our neighbors and forgive their sins
against us for Jesus' sake.
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 18 June 2023

Readings

Exodus 19:2-8

Romans 5:6-15

Matthew 9:35—10:8 (9-20)

The Lord Our God Saves Us in Love and Cares for Us by the Ministry
of His Gospel

The holy Triune God “shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners,” ungodly and at enmity with Him, “Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).
The incarnate Son has justified us by His blood and reconciled us to His
God and Father (Rom. 5:9-10). Whereas sin and death originated with
Adam, forgiveness and life abound for all his children through “that one
man Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:12-17). As the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt,
so does He bring us to Himself by the Gospel and make of us “a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:6) by our Baptism into Christ. For “all
that the LORD has spoken” (Ex. 19:8), Christ has done for us. As He has
gone up to God by His cross and resurrection, so does He bring us to the
Father in Himself (Ex. 19:3—4). Nor does He leave us “harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matt. 9:36), but He sends men
with authority “to heal every disease and every affliction” by His
forgiveness of sins (Matt. 10:1). In their proclamation, “the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” (Matt. 10:7).




