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THE OLD RUGGED, WOODEN CROSS

Since the altar is stripped and the paraments are gone, the wood of many
altars, lecterns, and pulpits are fully exposed. Wood reminds you what took
place on the tree of the cross, where your Lord once died. Jesus’ cross brings
peace, forgiveness, and salvation. By it, the lives of Christians are rescued,
sweetened, and lightened. We reflect upon these familiar words of “The Old
Rugged Cross” penned by American composer George Bennard in 1912:

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,

The emblem of suffering and shame;

And | love that old cross where the dearest and best

For a world of lost sinners was slain.

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,

Till my trophies at last | lay down;

I will cling to the old rugged cross

And exchange it some day for a crown.
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Good Friday

Chief Service

~ All enter the church in silence ~

Service of the Word

Collect of the Day

Let us pray.
Almighty God, graciously behold Your family gathered here at the
foot of the wooden cross of Your dear Son, who delivers us from
our sin so that we may have life and have it abundantly; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Old Testament Reading 2 Kings 6:1-7
The Old Testament Reading is from Second Kings, the sixth
chapter.

"Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, “See, the place where we
dwell under your charge is too small for us. Let us go to the Jordan and
each of us get there a log, and let us make a place for us to dwell there.”
And he answered, “Go.” 3Then one of them said, “Be pleased to go with
your servants.” And he answered, “I will go.” So he went with them. And
when they came to the Jordan, they cut down trees. *But as one was
felling a log, his axe head fell into the water, and he cried out, "Alas, my
master! It was borrowed.” °Then the man of God said, “Where did it fall?”
When he showed him the place, he cut off a stick and threw it in there
and made the iron float. ’And he said, “Take it up.” So he reached out
his hand and took it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Let us pray.

Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but
delivered Him up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that
our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in Him that we fear
not the power of sin, death, and the devil; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Epistle Colossians 2:13-15

The Epistle is from Colossians, the second chapter.

13And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision
of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all
our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us
with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. "He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should
bear for us the pains of the cross and so remove from us the power
of the adversary. Help us so to remember and give thanks for our
Lord's passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and
redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Men'’s Choir “The Wood of The Cross” DeCesare



+ The Seven Last Words +

Word of Pardon Luke 23:33-34

3And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they
crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.
34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
And they cast lots to divide his garments.
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Text and Tune: Public domain

Word of Promise Luke 23:39-42

390ne of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you
not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” “°But the other rebuked him,
saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? 4'And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” “And he
said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”



O Sacred Head, Now Wounded LSB 450 sts. 1-2
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Word of Love John 19:25-27

25But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 2When Jesus saw
his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to
his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” #’Then he said to the disciple,
“Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his
own home.
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Word of Justice Luke 23:33-34

“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until
the ninth hour. ¢And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud
voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, "My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?”
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Word of Torment John 19:28

28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the
Scripture), “I thirst.”

O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken LSB 439 sts. 1-2
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Word of Triumph John 19:30

30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Choir "Calvary” Larkin, Watts



Word of Rest Luke 23:46

4Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your
hands | commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.

Jesus, in Your Dying Woes LSB 447 sts. 19-21
| 9. . | . | | |
[ N I;'n | | I | | i
o o
19 Je - sus, all Your la - bor wvast, All Your woc  and

20 When the death shades round us low’r, Guard us from the
21 May Your life and death sup - ply Grace to live and

fi )
[obie . T ud e o |
[NV T [ [ |

I I | | ]
N o |
d I ! I I |
con - flict past, Yield - ing up  Your soul at last:
tempt-er's pow’r, Keep us in that tri - al hour:
grace 1o die, Grace 10 reach the home on high:
{) .
1 | I Il |
G T ——— y ]
Hear us, ho - 1y Je - sus,
Hear us, ho - 1y Je - sus,
Hear us, ho - Iy Je - sus.

Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371

Sermon “The Old Rugged, Wooden Cross”



A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438
| 9. [ | | | | |
o —F—F— & F——e— +—
f \'jJ T T T T ] | 1
1A Lamb goes un - com - plain - ing forth, The
2 This lLamb is  Christ, the soul’s greuat friend, The
3 “Yes, Fa - ther, vyes, mosit will - ing - ly Tl
4 TLord, when Your gl - ry I shall — sce And
f ‘ .
| — I el | I - | ]
= :
Py T " T ; " "
cuill ol  sin - ners bear - ing  And, lad - en  with the
Lamb of God. our Sav - dor, Whom Cod the Fa - ther
bear what You com - mand Me. My will con-forms to
tustc Your king - dom’s  plea - swe, Yowr  blood my  roy - al
o] . .
1 I | | | I | | ]
[{nD = 5 g 4 & 7 _ | | |
[ \.Qj} I I I ! I = ol L) |
sing  of earth, Nome else the bur - den shar - ng, Goes
chose 10 send To gain [or  ws His la vor. "o
Your de-cree, 11 do what You have asked Me” 0O
robe shall be, My  jov be-yond all mea - swe!  When
o] ‘ .
e = —
S —— - —— - 7 —t= = ] i I
. ' '
pa - tient on, grows weak and faint, To slaugh-ter led with -
forth, My Son,” the Fa - ther  said, “And free My  chil - dren
won-drous Love, what have You done! The Fa - ther of - fers
I ap - pear be - fore Your throne, Your righ - leous-ness shall
I 9. ! N — P ! — P P
ot e Lo [ o [F [ = o ¢ |d i
. T i i T
out com-plaint, That spot-less life to of - fer. He bears the
[rom their dread O  guill and con-dem-na - tion. The wrath and
up  His Son. De - sir-ing our sal -va - tion. O  Love, how
be my crown;, With these I need not hide me.  And there, in
f ‘ .
1 I I | | | | ! | ]
ﬁ. P FQ - = | | | |
n - | | J |
L V] | | ol | | - [ 1
Py ' | |
stripes, the wounds, the lies, The mock -er - vy, and
stripes  are hard to bear. But by Your pas - sion
strong You are to save! You lay the One in -
gar - Ments rich - ly  wrought, As  Your own bride shall
(AL ‘ | | . | o 1 | |
S R — } | — — 17 f — s 1
o — [ 7 =] f ' r ‘
yet  re-plies, “All this | glad - Iy suof - fer”
they will share The [ruit ol Your sal - va - ton.”
to the grave Who built the earth's foun - da tion,
we be brought To  stand in  joy  be - side You.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371

Tune: Public domain



Bidding Prayer

Let us pray for the whole Christian Church, that our Lord God
would defend her against all the assaults and temptations of the
adversary and keep her perpetually on the true foundation, Jesus
Christ:

Almighty and everlasting God, since You have revealed Your glory
to all nations in Jesus Christ and in the Word of His truth, keep, we
ask You, in safety the works of Your mercy so that Your Church,
spread throughout all the nations, may be defended against the
adversary and may serve You in true faith and persevere in the
confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for all the ministers of the Word, for all vocations in the
Church, and for all the people of God:

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of
the Church is governed and sanctified, receive the supplications
and prayers which we offer before You for all Your servants in Your
holy Church that every member of the same may truly serve You
according to Your calling; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty:

O merciful Father in heaven, because You hold in Your hand all the
might of man and because You have ordained, for the punishment
of evildoers and for the praise of those who do well, all the powers
that exist in all the nations of the world, we humbly pray You
graciously to regard Your servants, especially our President; the
Congress of the United States; our Governor; and all those who
make, administer, and judge our laws; that all who receive the
sword as Your ministers may bear it according to Your Word;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray our Lord God Almighty that He would deliver the world
from all error, take away disease, ward off famine, set free those in

bondage, and grant health to the sick and a safe journey to all who
travel:
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Almighty and everlasting God, the consolation of the sorrowful and
the strength of the weak, may the prayers of those who in any
tribulation or distress cry to You graciously come before You, so
that in all their necessities they may rejoice in Your manifold help
and comfort; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our Lord God
would be pleased to deliver them from their error, call them to
faith in the true and living God and His only Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and gather them into His family, the Church:

Almighty and everlasting God, because You seek not the death but
the life of all, hear our prayers for all who have no right knowledge
of You, free them from their error, and for the glory of Your name
bring them into the fellowship of Your holy Church; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for peace, that we may come to the knowledge of
God's holy Word and walk before Him as is fitting for Christians:
Almighty and everlasting God, King of Glory, and Lord of heaven
and earth, by whose Spirit all things are governed, by whose
providence all things are ordered, the God of peace and the author
of all concord, grant us, we implore You, Your heavenly peace and
concord that we may serve You in true fear, to the praise and glory
of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for our enemies, that God would remember them in
mercy and graciously grant them such things as are both needful
for them and profitable for their salvation:

O almighty, everlasting God, through Your only Son, our blessed
Lord, You have commanded us to love our enemies, to do good to
those who hate us, and to pray for those who persecute us. We
therefore earnestly implore You that by Your gracious visitation all
our enemies may be led to true repentance and may have the
same love and be of one accord and one mind and heart with us
and with Your whole Christian Church; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.
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Let us pray for the fruits of the earth, that God would send down
His blessing upon them and graciously dispose our hearts to enjoy
them according to His own good wiill:

O Lord, Father Almighty, by Your Word You created and You
continue to bless and uphold all things. We pray You so to reveal
to us Your Word, our Lord Jesus Christ that, through His dwelling
in our hearts, we may by Your grace be made ready to receive Your
blessing on all the fruits of the earth and whatsoever pertains to
our bodily need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would
have us ask, saying:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of
the world.
O come, let us worship Him.

Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of
the world.
O come, let us worship Him.

Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of

the world.
O come, let us worship Him.

11



Reproaches

Thus says the Lord: What have | done to you, O My people, and
wherein have | offended you? Answer Me. For | have raised you up
out of the prison house of sin and death, and you have delivered
up your Redeemer to be scourged. For | have redeemed you from
the house of bondage, and you have nailed your Savior to the
cross. O My people.

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful
Redeemer; God eternal, leave us not to bitter death. O Lord,
have mercy.
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Text and Tune: Public domain

Thus says the Lord: What have | done to you, O My people, and
wherein have | offended you? Answer Me. For | have conquered all
your foes, and you have given Me over and delivered Me to those
who persecute Me. For | have fed you with My Word and refreshed
you with living water, and you have given Me gall and vinegar to
drink. O My people.

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful
Redeemer; God eternal, allow us not to lose hope in the face of
death and hell. O Lord, have mercy.



Lamb of God, Pure and Holy LSB 434 st. 2

] " . Ml . ,
A — — ' i s ———— i =
s T ] ] far ) bl il Far) 11 1 I s | ]
[N | ] Il | |- | =1 &d bl oy
!J [~ I I [=) ol hd vy
2 Lamb of God, pure and ho - 1y, Who on the cross didst suf - fer,
ol ‘ . R R
[ H n I ] T Y ] ] I L I I
o ¢ ¢ e e S B " I ] e m— i
(A ] For) 1] I 1 ] = For] i = ]
d [~ I I [~ it e e
Bv-er pa-tient and low - ly, Thy-self to scomn didst of - fer
[/l | | | | |
[ ¥l I 1 I | T | k ! | !
13 ] Y ] ]
= F |
| For)
d I ' I I
All sins Thou bor-est  for us, Else had de-spair reigned o’er us:
¥ .
[ 7 ] I I ] 1 il |
[ a0 b ¥ = =y ] | I I 1 Y I 1 Y i |
T = = Lol = I & ] 1 &7 ] il |
[ ] ] e L. ] = I | i |
Py | | i —r ° ¥ = 2 F
Have mer-cy on us, O Je - sus! O Je - sus!

Text and Tune: Public domain

Thus says the Lord: What have | done to you, O My people, and
wherein have | offended you? Answer Me. What more could have
been done for My vineyard than | have done for it? When | looked
for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, is this how
you thank your God? O My people.

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful
Redeemer; God eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith. O
Lord, have mercy.
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Adoration of Christ

We adore You, O Lord, and we praise and glorify Your holy
resurrection. For behold, by the wood of Your cross joy has
come into all the world. God be merciful to us and bless us,
and cause His face to shine upon us, and have mercy upon us.
We adore You, O Lord, and we praise and glorify Your holy
resurrection. For behold, by the wood of Your cross joy has
come into all the world.

Concluding Collect

Let us pray. We implore You, O Lord, that Your abundant blessing
may be upon Your people who have held the passion and death of
Your Son in devout remembrance, that we may receive Your
pardon and the gift of Your comfort, and may increase in faith and
take hold of eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Prince ol Glo - ry died, My rich - est  gain 1
death  of Christ,  my God; Al the vain things that
love low min - gled down! IDnd ¢’er such love and
b - ute far too small; Love  so 4 - maz - Ing,
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count but loss  And pour con-tempt on all  my  pride,
charm me  most. I sac - i - lice them 5] His  blood.
sor - row mect Or  thorns com - posc S0 rich & crown?
80 di - vine, De - mands my soul, my life, my allt
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~ All leave in silence ~



