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The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

The LORD has established his throne in the 

heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. 
 Psalm 103:8, 19 
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Introit Psalm 103:8, 15–19 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

As for man, his days are like grass; 

he flourishes like a flower of the field; 

for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 

and its place knows it no more. 

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on 

those who fear him, 

and his righteousness to children’s children, 
to those who keep his covenant 

and remember to do his commandments. 

The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, 

and his kingdom rules over all. 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those: 
• who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 

• who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their 

personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil; 

• who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs 

healing, and faith that needs strengthening; 

• who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and 

• who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive 

the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the 

forgiveness of all their sins. 

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the 

Lord’s Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service. 

Thank you. 
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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Divine Service 

 

 

Welcome 
 

 

Invocation  

P This is the day the Lord has made; 

C Let us rejoice and be glad in it! Psalm 118:24 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son  Matthew 28:19 

 and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Opening Song Here I Am To Worship Hughes 

Verse 1, Chorus, Verse 2, Chorus, Verse 1, Chorus, Chorus 

 

continued on next page 
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Prayer of Confession  

P Holy Lord, as we stand in your presence, we are aware of our sins 

of thought, word, and action. 

C We have not always lived our lives according to your will. 

 

P We have often failed to live up to your expectations. 

C We all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

 

P But we know your promise, that if we confess our sins, 

C you will hear our cry, and grant us your forgiveness. 

 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

 

P O Lord, hear us now, as we confess our sins to You. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Jesus has carried our sins to His own death. His sacrifice is 

complete and full – it is finished! The victory is won! Almighty God 

in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Song of Praise Hear Our Praises Morgan 

Verse 1, Chorus, Verse 2, Chorus, Chorus, Bridge, Chorus 

 
 

continued on next page 
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Psalm Psalm 65:9–13 

Spoken responsively 

9You visit the earth and water it; 

you greatly enrich it; 

the river of God is full of water; 

you provide their grain, 

for so you have prepared it. 
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10You water its furrows abundantly, 

settling its ridges, 

softening it with showers, 

and blessing its growth. 

11You crown the year with your bounty; 

your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 

12The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 

the hills gird themselves with joy, 

13the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 

the valleys deck themselves with grain, 

they shout and sing together for joy. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer  

P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and 

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
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12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Epistle Romans 8:12–17 

12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 

to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by 

the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all 

who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not 

receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 

the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The 

Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 

provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 

him. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and 

sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them 

many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured 

them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much 

soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 
6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, 

they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 

up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him 

hear. . . . 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word 

of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 

snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown 

along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 

who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no 

root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 

persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke 

the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, 

this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears 

fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven  

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sermon Song In Christ Alone Townend, Getty 
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Sermon   

 
 

Prayers of the Church Family and the Lord's Prayer  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Response after each petition 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, Your Spirit calls us by the Gospel to the new life of 

faith. We praise You and acknowledge You as our Lord. Deliver us 

from the devil’s temptations, that we may live under You and serve 
You in righteousness, innocence and blessedness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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Song By Faith Getty, Getty, Townend 

Verse 1, Verse 2, Chorus, Verse 3, Verse 4, Chorus, Verse 5, Chorus x2, Tag 

 

 
 

continued on next page 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 16 July 2023 

Readings 

Isaiah 55:10–13 

Romans 8:12–17 

Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

 

The Preaching of the Word of Christ Bears the Good Fruits of Faith 

and Love 

 

As “the rain and the snow come down from heaven” and “water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout” (Is. 55:10), so the Word of God 

accomplishes the purpose for which He speaks it, granting joy and peace 

through the forgiveness of sins and producing the fruits of faith and love 

in those who are called by His name. Christ Jesus, the incarnate Word, 

has established the name of the Lord as “an everlasting sign that shall not 

be cut off” (Is. 55:13). He opens our ears to hear, our minds to understand 

and our hearts to believe His Word, lest the evil one come and snatch it 

away. He thus transforms our rocky hearts into good soil, which clings to 

the Gospel and “indeed bears fruit” (Matt. 13:23). He is Himself the 

firstfruits of all who “have received the Spirit of adoption as sons” (Rom. 

8:15). Thus being “led by the Spirit of God,” we are not afraid, but we cry 

out in faith to our Father in heaven (Rom. 8:14–15). For as we suffer with 

Christ, the beloved Son, so shall we “also be glorified with him” (Rom. 

8:17). 
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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 23 July 2023 

Readings 

Isaiah 44:6–8 

Romans 8:18–27 

Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

 

The Word of the Gospel Bestows the Righteousness of Christ and 

Brings Forth Faith 

 

The good Seed, which is “the Son of Man,” Jesus Himself (Matt. 13:37), 

brings forth a harvest of faith and bears good fruits in “the sons of the 
kingdom” (Matt. 13:38). Whatever is sown apart from His Word is of the 

devil, who plants the weeds of unbelief and sin, even among the people 

of God. Thankfully, the Lord is patient and He does not uproot the 

weeds, lest the plants also be destroyed. He lets “both grow together until 
the harvest” (Matt. 13:30), while He continues to preach repentance and 

forgiveness of sins. Thus, He preserves His Church in righteousness, 

because He alone is “the King of Israel and his Redeemer” (Is. 44:6). Since 

all things are in His gracious care and keeping, “fear not, nor be afraid” (Is. 

44:8). For “the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
sons of God” (Rom. 8:19), and in this hope we also wait with patience. 

Though we do not yet see it, “the Spirit helps us in our weakness” (Rom. 

8:26) and, in truth, “the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rom. 8:18).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


