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Introit Psalm 28:8, 1-2, 6-7
The LORD is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
To you, O LoRrp, | call; my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest, if you be silent to me,
| become like those who go down to the pit.
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when | cry to you for help,
when | lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary.
Blessed be the LORD!
For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
The LORD is my strength and my shield;
in him my heart trusts, and | am helped;
my heart exults, and with my song | give thanks to him.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

» who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

« who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

» who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

» who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

« who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service, Setting Four

Welcome

Opening Hymn

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty LSB 901
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10 - pen now thy gates of beaun-ty; Zi - on, let me

2 Gra - cious God, I come be - fore Thee; Come Thou al - so

3 Here Thy praise 1is elad - ly chant-ed; Here Thy seed is

4 Thou my faith 1in - crcasc and quick-cn;  Let me  keep Thy

5 Speak, O (God, and I  will hear Thee; Let Thy will be
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Waits for  Him who an - SWErs prayer. Oh,  how bless -ed
There a heav'n  on earth must  be, To my heart, O
Bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - long, So that all 1
May Thy Word still o'er me shine As my guid - ing
While Thou dost Thy pea - ple feed. Here  of  hfe  the
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is this  place, Filled with sol - ace, light, and grace!
en - ter Thow; Let it be Thy tem - ple now!
hear  may be Fruit - ful un - to life in me.
star through life, As my com - fort in all strife,
foun - tain  flows: Here is balm for all  our wocs.

Text and Tune: Public domain



Invocation

P)

In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Service of the Word

Psalm
Spoken responsively
"May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,

2that your way may be known on earth,
your saving power among all nations.

3Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

>Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

5The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us.

’God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie

Psalm 67
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy;

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Lord, have mer - cy.



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther's Son, we  pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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0O  Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - Iy name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart - felt Cry,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many
blessings even though we are undeserving. In every trial and
temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Thus says the LORD:
"Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon my salvation will come,

and my deliverance be revealed. . . .



“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,

everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
and holds fast my covenant—

"these | will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;

for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”

8The Lord Gob,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares,

"I will gather yet others to him
besides those already gathered.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32

1| ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For | myself
am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . .

3Now | am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as | am an apostle
to the Gentiles, | magnify my ministry #in order somehow to make my
fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. "For if their rejection
means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean
but life from the dead? . ..
2As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as
regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 2*For
the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 3Just as you were at one
time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their
disobedience, 3'so they too have now been disobedient in order that by
the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 3>For God has
consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse

LSB 205

Holy Gospel
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Matthew 15:21-28

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. 22And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and
was crying, “"Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
severely oppressed by a demon.” 22But he did not answer her a word.
And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she
is crying out after us.” 2*He answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel.” 2°But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” 2°And he answered, "It is not right to take the children'’s
bread and throw it to the dogs.” 2’She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 2Then Jesus answered
her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And
her daughter was healed instantly.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed LSB 206

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day
God Loved the World So That He Gave

LSB 571
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who wuas made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God's own  Son For - gives all
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Son the lost to save, That  all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who  trust in
sav - ing  grace is nigh; His Spir - it in the
sing which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are built on this chisf cor - ner - stone.
Word de -clares How  we  in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.

Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

A\ 6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Text and Tune: Public domain

Sermon



Prayer of the Church

P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Response after each petition
() Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(P} All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer LSB 209

(P} Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord *}+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.



Come, My Soul, with Every Care LSB 779
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I Come, my soul, with ev-'ry care, Je - sus loves to an - SWer prayer;

2 Thou art com-ing to a King, Large pc - ti - tions with thee bring:
3 With my bur-den I be-gin: Lord, re-move this load of sin;
4 Lord, Thy rest to  me im - part, Take pos - ses-sion of  my  heart;
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He Him-self has bid thee pray, There-fore will mnot tum a - way.

For His grace and pow'r are such None can ev - er ask too much,
Let  Thy blood, for  sin-ners spilt, Set my con-scienee free from guilt.
There Thy blood-bought right main-tain  And  with-out a  ri - val reign.

5 While | am a pilgrim here,
Let Thy love my spirit cheer;
As my guide, my guard, my friend,
Lead me to my journey's end.

6 Show me what is mine to do;
Ev'ry hour my strength renew.
Let me live a life of faith;

Let me die Thy people’s death.

Text and Tune: Public domain
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Resources for Meditation this Week

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 20 August 2023

Readings

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32
Matthew 15:21-28

The Church Lives Under the Cross of Christ and Prays in the Hope of
His Mercy

By her persistent prayer that Jesus would have mercy and help her (Matt.
15:22, 24), and even in the face of His initial silence and apparent
rejection (Matt. 15:23-26), the Canaanite woman boldly confessed her
faith in Him (Matt. 15:27-28). Her beautiful example encourages us to
cling to the words and promises of the Gospel, even in the face of the
Law that accuses and condemns us. “For the gifts and the calling of God
are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29), and His Law “has consigned all to
disobedience” for the very purpose “that he may have mercy on all” (Rom.
11:32). Hence, the woman's faith and hope were not disappointed, but
her prayers were answered in the mercy of Christ. Not only does He grant
us the crumbs from His table, but He also feeds us with “the children’s
bread” in the house of His Father (Matt. 15:26-27). He has brought us to
His “holy mountain,” and He makes us joyful in His house, where He
hears our prayers and accepts our sacrifice of praise upon the altar of His
cross (Is. 56:7).
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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 27 August 2023

Readings

Isaiah 51:1-6
Romans 11:33—12:8
Matthew 16:13-20

The Lord Jesus Christ Is the Son of the Living God

Jesus asked His disciples: “But who do you say that | am?” (Matt. 16:15).
The question is also put to us: Who do you say that He is? Flesh and
blood do not reveal this to us, but by the ministry of the Gospel, the
Father in heaven reveals His Son to us on earth, who has become flesh
and suffered death for our salvation. Thus, we believe and confess that
He is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). As He died for
our transgressions and was raised for our justification, He looses us from
all our sins and preserves our life within His Church, against which even
“the gates of hell shall not prevail” (Matt. 16:18-19). His salvation is
forever, and His righteousness “will never be dismayed” (Is. 51:6). He
comforts us with the Gospel in His Church, so that “joy and gladness will
be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song” (Is. 51:3). Therefore,
“according to the measure of faith that God has assigned” (Rom. 12:3), we
also offer ourselves “as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God”
(Rom. 12:1) through Jesus Christ, our Lord.




