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Introit Psalm 147:1–6 

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 

he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

He heals the brokenhearted 

and binds up their wounds. 

He determines the number of the stars; 

he gives to all of them their names. 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

his understanding is beyond measure. 

The LORD lifts up the humble; 

he casts the wicked to the ground. 

 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those: 
• who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 

• who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their 

personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil; 

• who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs 

healing, and faith that needs strengthening; 

• who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and 

• who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive 

the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the 

forgiveness of all their sins. 

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the 

Lord’s Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service. 

Thank you. 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

426 Davis Road - Bedford, MA 01730 

church@lcsavior.org 

781-275-6013 

https://www.lcsavior.org 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Divine Service, Setting Four 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn 

The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 24:7–10 

Spoken responsively 

7Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 

8Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 

9Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 

10Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory! 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

 

 

O Savior, Precious Savior LSB 527 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You did not spare Your own Son but gave Him up for us all. 

Grant that by faith we may trust in Your promises and live 

according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 

1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 

 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 

 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

 to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 

 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 

 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

 and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 

 come, let us walk 

 in the light of the LORD. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Choir “What Wondrous Love is This” Hanson 

 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:4–10 

4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight 

of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being 

built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in 

Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone,” 
8and 

“A stone of stumbling, 
 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 

do. 
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 

who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were 

not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 205 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:25–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 

understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such 

was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my 

Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my 

yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed LSB 206 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day 

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB 575 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Sermon   
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Response after each petition 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 

us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer LSB 209 

P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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Praise the Almighty LSB 797 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 1 October 2023 

Readings 

Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

Philippians 2:1–4 (5–13) 14–18 

Matthew 21:23–27 (28–32) 

 

The Cross of Christ Opens to Us the Way of Repentance to Life with 

God 

 

The way of the Lord is righteous and just: “The soul who sins shall die” 
(Ezek. 18:4). However, because the Lord has “no pleasure in the death of 
anyone” (Ezek. 18:32), He calls sinners to repentance and faith in His 

gracious forgiveness of sins. The man who is thus turned away from his 

wickedness, who henceforth lives by the grace of God, “shall surely live; 
he shall not die” (Ezek. 18:28). This way of repentance has been opened 

for us by the cross of Christ. In the righteousness of faith and love, “he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death” (Phil. 2:8), 

and He was vindicated in His resurrection from the dead. Indeed, “God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name” (Phil. 2:9). He has given us this name in our Baptism into Christ, in 

whom we now “shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15). He uses the 

authority that He has received from His Father (Matt. 21:23–27) to preach 

a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, by which even “the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God” (Matt. 

21:31–32). 
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 8 October 2023 

Readings 

Isaiah 5:1–7 

Philippians 3:4b–14 

Matthew 21:33–46 

 

The True Vine Redeems the Vineyard of the LORD of Hosts 

 

“The vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel” (Is. 5:7), which He 

planted “on a very fertile hill” (Is. 5:1). He did everything for His vineyard, 

not only clearing it of stones and planting it with “choice vines,” but also 

building the “watchtower” of His prophets and hewing out the “wine vat” 
of His priesthood in its midst (Is. 5:2). But when “he looked for it to yield 

grapes,” there were only “wild grapes” of bloodshed and unrighteousness 

(Is. 5:2, 7). The Lord Jesus likewise described the unfaithfulness of those 

who were called to care for His vineyard (Matt. 21:33–35). But in this He 

also describes His cross and Passion (Matt. 21:38–39), by which He has 

redeemed the vineyard for Himself. He is the true Vine, planted by death 

into the ground, and in His resurrection He brings forth “the fruits in their 

seasons” (Matt. 21:41). Among those good grapes of the true Vine is the 

apostle Paul. Once a zealous persecutor of the Church, he “suffered the 

loss of all things” in order to “gain Christ and be found in him,” to “know 

him and the power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3:8–10).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


