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Introit Psalm 147:1-6
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
The LorD builds up Jerusalem;
he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.
He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.
The Lorop lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

* who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

« who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

« who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

* who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

« who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service, Setting Four

Welcome

Opening Hymn

The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644
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1 The Church’s one foun-da-tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev - 'ry na-tion, Yet one o'er all the earth;
3 Though with a scom-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - uw - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
5 Y she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
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She is His new cre -a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - on: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By  her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion  With those whose rest is  won.
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Prom heav’'n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
QOne ho - ly name she bless - ¢s, Par -takes one ho - ly food,
Yet  saints their watch are keep - ing: Their cry goes up, “How leng?”
Tilll with the vi-sion glo-rous Her long - ing eyes are hlest,
0 bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - mis! Lord, save us by Your grace
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - 'ty grace en-dued
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shallbe the Church at rest,
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.

Text and Tune: Public domain

Invocation

P} In the name of the Father and of the "}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Confession and Absolution

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

®

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

®
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 24:7-10
Spoken responsively
’Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
8Who is this King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!
9Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
"Who is this King of glory?
The LorD of hosts, He is the King of glory!



Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer- cy;

Christ, have mer-cy;

—

Lord, have mer - cy.

Text and Tune: Public domain

O Savior, Precious Savior LSB 527
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1 O Sav - ior, pre-cious Sav - ior, Whom yel un - seen we  love:
20 bring-cr of  sal - wva - tion, Who won - drous - Iy hast wrought
3 In Thee all full - ness dwell-eth, All  grace and pow'r di - vine;
4 O grant the con-sum - ma - tion Of this  our song a - bove
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O name  of might and fa - vor, All oth - cr names a - hove,
Thy-self the rev - @ - la - tion Of love be-vond our thought,
The glo - ry that cx - ccl - leth, O Son of God. is  Thine.
In end-less ad - o - ra - tion And ev - er - last - ing love;
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We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, Te Thee, O Christ, we  sing:
We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, Te  Thee, O Chist, we sing;
We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To  Thee, O Christ, we sing:
Then shall we praise and bless Thee Where per - fect prais - es  ring,
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We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our ho - ly Lord and King,
We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our gra-cious Lord and King.
We praisc Thee and con -fess Thee, Ouwr glo - rious Lord and King.
And ev - er-more con-fess Thee, Our Sav - ior  and ouwr King!



Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
O God, You did not spare Your own Son but gave Him up for us all.
Grant that by faith we may trust in Your promises and live
according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1-5

"The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.

2It shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the LORD
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be lifted up above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it,
3and many peoples shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
“He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.
>0 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Choir "What Wondrous Love is This" Hanson

Epistle 1 Peter 2:4-10

4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight
of God chosen and precious, *you yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ®For it stands in
Scripture:

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

"A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to
do.

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. "°Once you were
not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THANKS BE TO GOD



Alleluia and Verse

LSB 205
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Je - sus is the Christ, the Son of God
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Al - le-1u - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and
understanding and revealed them to little children; 2®yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. 2’All things have been handed over to me by my
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest. *Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 3°For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed LSB 206

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB 575
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1 My hope is  buil  on noth - ing less  Than  Je - suy’
2 When dark - ness wveils His love - Iy face, 1 TCst on
3 His  oath, His cov - e - nant and blood Sup - port me
4 When He shall come  with  trum - pet sound,  Oh, may T
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blood and  righ - tcous - ness; No mer - it of my
His  un - chang - ing grace; In ev - ry high and
in the rag - ing fload;  When ey -ty carth - ly
then in  Him be found. Clothed  in Hig righ - teous -
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prop gives way, He then 18 all my hope  and  stay.
ness a - lone. Re - deemed o stand be - fore His throne!
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On Chrnist, the sol-id rock, T stand; All oth-cr ground is  sink -ing sund.

Text and Tune: Public domain
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Prayer of the Church

P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Response after each petition
() Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(P} All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer LSB 209

(P} Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord *}+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.



Praise the Almighty LSB 797
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1 Praise the Al - might - y, my soul, a - dore Him!
2 Trust mot in il - ers; they are but mor - tal;
3 Bless -ed, oh, bless - ed are they for - ev - er
4 Pen - i - tent sim - ners, for  mer - cy CTy - mg,
M5 Praise, all you peo - ple, the name so ho - Iy
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Yey, T will  laud Him un - til death; With songs and
Earth - born they  are and soon de - cay Vain are their
Whose help s from the Lord Most High., Whom from sal-
Par - don and peace from Him ob - tain; Ev - er the
Oof Him who does such won-drous things!  All that  has
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an - thems I COoIe be - fore Him As  long  as
coun - sels at  life's last  por - tal, When the dark
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wants of the poor sup - ply - ing, Their faith - ful
be - ing, to  praisc Him sole - ly, With  hap - py
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He al - lows  me breath. From Him my life and
grave en - gulfs  idts prey. Since mor - fals can no
hope to  Christ draw nigh. To all  who trust in
God He will re - main. He helps His chil - dren
heart 1ts a - men sings.  Chil - dren of God, with
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all  things came; Bless, O my soul, His ho - Iy name.
help at - ford, ©Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord.
Him, our Lord Will aid and coun - sel  now af - ford.
in dis - tress, The wid-ows and the +fa - ther - less.
an - gel host  Praisc Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - Iy Ghost!
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Al - e - lu - ia, al - le - lu - dal
Al - g - lu - ia, al - & - lu - iat
Al - le - Tu - ia, al - le - lu - iat

Text and Tune: Public domain
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Resources for Meditation this Week

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 1 October 2023

Readings

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Philippians 2:1-4 (5-13) 14-18
Matthew 21:23-27 (28-32)

The Cross of Christ Opens to Us the Way of Repentance to Life with
God

The way of the Lord is righteous and just: “The soul who sins shall die”
(Ezek. 18:4). However, because the Lord has “no pleasure in the death of
anyone” (Ezek. 18:32), He calls sinners to repentance and faith in His
gracious forgiveness of sins. The man who is thus turned away from his
wickedness, who henceforth lives by the grace of God, “shall surely live;
he shall not die” (Ezek. 18:28). This way of repentance has been opened
for us by the cross of Christ. In the righteousness of faith and love, “he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death” (Phil. 2:8),
and He was vindicated in His resurrection from the dead. Indeed, “God
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every
name” (Phil. 2:9). He has given us this name in our Baptism into Christ, in
whom we now “shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15). He uses the
authority that He has received from His Father (Matt. 21:23-27) to preach
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, by which even “the
tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God” (Matt.
21:31-32).




NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 8 October 2023

Readings

Isaiah 5:1-7
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

The True Vine Redeems the Vineyard of the LORD of Hosts

“The vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel” (Is. 5:7), which He
planted “on a very fertile hill” (Is. 5:1). He did everything for His vineyard,
not only clearing it of stones and planting it with “choice vines,” but also
building the “watchtower” of His prophets and hewing out the “wine vat”
of His priesthood in its midst (Is. 5:2). But when “he looked for it to yield
grapes,” there were only “wild grapes” of bloodshed and unrighteousness
(Is. 5:2, 7). The Lord Jesus likewise described the unfaithfulness of those
who were called to care for His vineyard (Matt. 21:33-35). But in this He
also describes His cross and Passion (Matt. 21:38-39), by which He has
redeemed the vineyard for Himself. He is the true Vine, planted by death
into the ground, and in His resurrection He brings forth “the fruits in their
seasons” (Matt. 21:41). Among those good grapes of the true Vine is the
apostle Paul. Once a zealous persecutor of the Church, he “suffered the
loss of all things” in order to “gain Christ and be found in him,” to "know
him and the power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3:8-10).
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