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[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you. Abide in my love.” John 15:9 

  

The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

A Community of Faith: Centered in Christ – Called to Serve 



 

 
 

 

Introit Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 

Bless our God, O peoples; 

let the sound of his praise be heard, 

who has kept our soul among the living 

and has not let our feet slip. 

Blessèd be God, 

because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love 

from me! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those: 
• who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 

• who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their 

personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil; 

• who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs 

healing, and faith that needs strengthening; 

• who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and 

• who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive 

the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the 

forgiveness of all their sins. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Divine Service 

 

Invocation for the Easter Season  

L Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son  Matthew 28:19 

 and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 

 

Opening Song Sing Of Your Love Poythress, White 

Verse 1, Chorus, Verse 2, Chorus, Bridge, Chorus 

 

continued on next page 
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Prayer of Confession  

L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
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L O Lord, hear us now, as we confess our sins to You. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe 

in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God 

and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has 

begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Song Power Of Your Love Bullock 

Verse 1, Chorus, Verse 2, Chorus x2 

 



5 
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Psalm Psalm 98 

Spoken responsively 

1Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

 have worked salvation for him. 

2The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

 to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

 the salvation of our God. 

4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 the world and those who dwell in it! 

8Let the rivers clap their hands; 

 let the hills sing for joy together 

9before the LORD, for he comes 

 to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with equity. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day  

L Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant 

that we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful 

guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

First Reading Acts 10:34–48 

34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows 
no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what 

is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel, 

preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 
37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning 

from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the 

country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to 

appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God 

as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 

is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To 

him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all 

who heard the word. 45And the believers from among the circumcised 

who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 

Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them 

speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can 
anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for 

some days. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 John 5:1–8 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 

and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 
2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 

and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep 

his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For 

everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is 

the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that 

overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 

of God? 
6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the 

water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who 

testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 
8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel John 15:9–17 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide 
in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be full. 
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life 

for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No 
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longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard 

from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, 

but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 

and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in 

my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that 

you will love one another.” 
 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Song of the Day How Deep the Father’s Love For Us Townend 

Verse 1, Verse 2, Verse 3 

 
 

 

 

Sermon “Abiding in Christ’s Love” John 15:9–17 
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Prayers of the Church Family and the Lord's Prayer  

L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Response after each petition 

L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

L O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings 

and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. 

Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw 

strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for 

us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, 

honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

L Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

L The Lord bless us and keep us. 

The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us. 

The Lord look upon us with favor and T give us peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Song In Christ Alone Townend, Getty 

 

 



13 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

“Call Upon Your Name (Sing Of Your Love)” - words and music by Poythress/White 

©2000 Songs From The White House (Admin. By Brentwood Benson Music 

Publishing, Inc.) Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Tunes (Admin. By Brentwood 

Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Cedar Sides (Admin. By Integrity Music) Integrity’s 
Hosanna! Music (Admin. By Integrity Music) Pure Poythress (Admin. By Integrity 

Music) Songs of Extreme (Admin. By Integrity Music) 

CCLI License No. 236495, streaming lic No. 20373402 

 

“Power Of Your Love” - words and music by Geoff Bullock 

©1992 Geoff Bullock Music (admin by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 236495, streaming lic No. 20373402 

 

“How Deep The Father’s Love” - words and music by Stuart Townend 

©1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)  
CCLI License No. 236495, streaming lic No. 20373402 

 

“In Christ Alone” - words and music by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 

©2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 236495, streaming lic No. 20373402 

  



14 

Resources for Meditation this Week 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 12 May 2024 

Readings 

Acts 1:12–26 

1 John 5:9–15 

John 17:11b–19 

 

Our Great High Priest Preserves Us in the Name of His Father 

 

On the eve of His Passion, Christ Jesus intercedes for the disciples as their 

merciful and great High Priest. He prays that His Father would protect 

them “from the evil one” and preserve them in His name (John 17:11–12, 

15). Along with His prayer, Christ Himself comes to the Father by His self-

sacrifice upon the cross, thereby consecrating Himself for the sake of His 

disciples, “that they also may be sanctified in truth” (John 17:19). To that 

same end, He speaks to them in the world and gives them His Father’s 

Word, that is, Himself. His apostles, in turn, have written these things “to 

you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that 

you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). For “this life is in his Son,” whom He 

has given by His Word, and “whoever has the Son has life” (1 John 5:11–
12). By this apostolic testimony, disciples are gathered together “with one 

accord,” as one Body in Christ, “devoting themselves to prayer” and 

waiting upon the Lord in “the upper room” of His Church on earth (Acts 

1:13–14). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


