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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take 

not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Psalm 51:10–12 
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Introit Psalm 51:7, 10–12; antiphon: v. 2 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin! 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin! 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those: 

• who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 

• who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their 

personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil; 

• who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs 

healing, and faith that needs strengthening; 

• who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and 

• who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive 

the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the 

forgiveness of all their sins. 
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Divine Service, Setting Four 
 

 

 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn 

Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways LSB 707 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in 
prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 

our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 

for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to 

be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in 

which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life 

through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 

graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 119:129–136 

Spoken responsively 

129Your testimonies are wonderful; 

 therefore my soul keeps them. 

130The unfolding of your words gives light; 

 it imparts understanding to the simple. 

131I open my mouth and pant, 

 because I long for your commandments. 

132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

 as is your way with those who love your name. 

133Keep steady my steps according to your promise, 

 and let no iniquity get dominion over me. 

134Redeem me from man’s oppression, 
 that I may keep your precepts. 

135Make your face shine upon your servant, 

 and teach me your statutes. 
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136My eyes shed streams of tears, 

 because people do not keep your law. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

L Let us pray. 

O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every 

virtue and bring to completion every good intent that we may 

grow in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 

1“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just decrees that I am 
teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and take 

possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving 

you. 2You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from 

it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I 

command you. . . . 
6Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your 

understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these 

statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 
people.’ 7For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as 

the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8And what great 

nation is there, that has statutes and just decrees so righteous as all this 

law that I set before you today? 
9“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the 

things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all 

the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your 

children’s children.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Ephesians 6:10–20 

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put 

on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 

over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 

may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand 

firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having 

put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes for your feet, 

having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all 

circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 

all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18praying at all 

times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 

with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19and also 

for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to 

proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in 

chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 205 
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Holy Gospel Mark 7:14–23 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

14[Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, 
all of you, and understand: 15There is nothing outside a person that by 

going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person 

are what defile him.” 17And when he had entered the house and left the 

people, his disciples asked him about the parable. 18And he said to them, 

“Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever 
goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 19since it enters not 

his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods 
clean.) 20And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 
21For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22coveting, wickedness, deceit, 

sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23All these evil things come 

from within, and they defile a person.” 
 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed LSB 207 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day 

By Grace I’m Saved LSB 566 

 

 

 

 
 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon “What’s in Your Heart” Mark 7:14–23 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Response after each petition 

L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

L Lord God, heavenly Father, we offer You our thanks and praise for 

Your servants who have finished their course in faith and now rest 

from their labors. Bring us with them to the unspeakable joys of 

Your new heavens and new earth at the day of our Savior’s 
glorious appearing. Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer LSB 209 

L Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 212 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L The Lord bless us and keep us. 

The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us. 

The Lord look upon us with favor and T give us peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn 

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing LSB 924 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 8 September 2024 

Readings 

Isaiah 35:4–7a 

James 2:1–10, 14–18 

Mark 7:(24–30) 31–37 

 

Our Merciful Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Does All Things Well 

 

The Lord proclaims the Gospel “to those who have an anxious heart” to 

comfort and encourage them with His presence. He comes not only with 

threats of “vengeance” and “recompense,” but with His gracious salvation 

(Is. 35:4). He opens “the eyes of the blind” and “the ears of the deaf,” and 

He loosens “the tongue of the mute” to “sing for joy” (Is. 35:5–6). Like 

water on thirsty ground, He speaks His life-giving Word to people of all 

nations. With His Word and the touch of His hand, He does “all things 
well,” so that you may now speak “plainly” (Mark 7:31–37). You confess 

the truth of God in Christ to the glory of His holy name, and you call 

upon His name in every trouble, confident that He will hear and answer. 

As you pray and confess with your tongue, so also “love your neighbor as 
yourself” (James 2:8). Show your faith “in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory,” by loving without partiality. For God has “chosen those who are 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom” (James 2:1–
5). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


