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Order of Worship 

December 25, 2024 9:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

  

The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

A Community of Faith: Centered in Christ – Called to Serve 
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The Nativity of Our Lord 
 

Divine Service, Setting One 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 

L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe 

in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God 

and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun 

this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
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He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 

Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
 

 

Kyrie  

L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise  

L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

L Let us pray.   Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-

begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:1–2, 6–7 

1But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former 

time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 

Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, 

the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

2The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Psalm Psalm 98 

1Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

 have worked salvation for him. 
2The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

 to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

 the salvation of our God. 
4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
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5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 the world and those who dwell in it! 
8Let the rivers clap their hands; 

 let the hills sing for joy together 
9before the LORD, for he comes 

 to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with equity. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Micah 5:2–5a 

2But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse  

C Alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 

full of grace and truth. Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–20 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to 

his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the 

time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 

with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And 

this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel 

a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 

them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, 

pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 
 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 

Joy to the World LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon “Prince of Peace”  

 

 

Prayer of the Church Luke 2:1–10 

L In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each 

to his own town. 
 

 Let us pray for all in authority—our national, state, and local 

leaders. Lord over all, give Your people wise and caring 

governments. Rule in their hearts and help those in authority make 

decisions and enact laws that work for the good of those under 

them and for their neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

L And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, 

to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 

he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, 

the time came for her to give birth. 
 

 Let us pray for all the families of this earth. Wonderful Counselor, 

open the hearts and minds of parents and children, and bestow a 

measure of love on all who live in families. Inspire each member to 

turn expressions of love into actions that increase Christian love 

and family togetherness. Guard and protect them from the assaults 

of all who would cause their love to grow cold. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

L And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in 

swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 
 

 Let us pray for all who are homeless, without adequate food, or 

needing warm clothing. Mighty God, come to their aid, we implore 

You. Surround them with faithful people to meet their needs not 

only of food, clothing, and shelter but also for warmth, acceptance, 

and personal care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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L And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 
 

 Let us pray for all who toil at work this day. Everlasting Father, in 

Your great ordering of all things, grant them faithful managers, 

healthy minds and bodies, strength of purpose, and resolve to do 

their best. Give them opportunity to celebrate this day, knowing 

they give others time to thank You for the gift of Your Son, in 

whose name we pray. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

L And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the 

angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
a great joy that will be for all the people. 

 

 Let us pray for all who have not heard and believed the joyful 

news. Prince of Peace, give opportunity and guidance to the 

church here and around the world so that the Gospel may be 

proclaimed and fearful people may be released from their bondage 

to sin. Grant that they find in You the answer to their deepest 

needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

L Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend all for whom we 

pray, for we pray in the name of the One whom You sent, the 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince 

of Peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

L Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction  

L The Lord bless us and keep us. 

The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us. 

The Lord look upon us with favor and T give us peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 

Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn LSB 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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